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stonds for the rise of a 
new Chicago ofter 

the fire of 1871. 


Moody | Bible Institute 
stands for thorough 
preparation for 
Christian Service 


INCE Moody Bible Institute was founded in 1886, it has 
remained true to its original three-point program: (1) to 
give men and women a working knowledge of the Bible, 
(2) to make them effective in soul-winning, and (3) to train 
them in gospel music. Early in its history this program was 
expanded to include the preparation of young people for 
missionary service, and the development of Christian char- 
acter through adequate counseling of students in residence. 
Moody offers eight basic courses of study, taught by a 
full-time faculty of 40. Two of these courses (Missionary 
Technical and Jewish Missions) are offered only at the 
Institute. 

Weekly practical Christian work assignments give valu- 
able experience in soul-winning . . . and yield results. In a 
year almost 9,000 profess Christ through students’ per- 
sonal work. 

Over 50,000 have received tuition-free training in 63 
years—training that can be yours without delay. Plan now 
to enroll for the fall term, which starts in September. 


Write for an illustrated school catalog 
and application. Address Dept. ET-205 
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We would like to be | 
a regular visitor in your home 


You can leave an order today with your bookstore to reserve next month's 
issue, or mail this slip to us and we will enter your name on our subscrip- 
tion list. 


12 Issues — $3.00 
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 


SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS 
OFFICE OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER 


8 December 19:9. 


Dear Mr. Kunz: 


I nave received with greatest interest the report of 
yourself, Glenn W, Wagner and Edvrin L,. irizen, representatives of 
the Pocket Testament League, including letters of grateful appre- 
ciation addressed to the League by presidents of the leading 
universities of Japan. 


The magnificent and constructive work which the League 
is doing for the Japanese Nation has my hearty endorsement. This 
demonstration of practical Cnristianity is making a vital contri- 
oution toward meeting the heart needs of this people by means of 
mass meetings with wide distribution of the Scriptures, which re- 
veal tne knowledge of God and His love through Jesus Christ. 


I sincerely trust that the people of America will grasp 
the present opportunity afforded by a merciful God to lay the 
foundation for a trve and living faith, and I urgently request that 
Christian people everywhere sinall support the Pocket Testament 
League in their noble efforts to meet the challenge of this crucial 
hour’. ; 


With cordial regard. 


Very faithfully, 


an 


Mr. Alfred A. Kunz, Executive Director, 
The Pocket Testament Leacue, Inc., 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
tlew York 10, ilew York. 
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THIS EXTRA HELPFUL BOOK 
—S ~ 


fs WA xX 
“Smooth Sailing”—the FREE book that 
tells you all about Daily Vacation Bible 
School. It’s your “Mariner’s Handbook,” 
with tested tips on DVBS piloting. It 
covers every phase of your DVBS 
voyage in seven logical steps. 


Here’s a book that gives you full 
information about a course that is 
COMPLETE to the last detail — ALL- 
BIBLE Vacation School Lessons. 


SIX FEATURES OF 
VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 


@ BIBLE-CENTERED in content @ PUPIL- 


a in approach @ COMPLETE! 
Everything for a successful DVBS 
» EASY TO. FOLLOW! Everything outlined 
= by step @ TIMELY! Fieshly written and 
activity 


we @ CORRELATED! Each 
helps dri drive home the central truth of 


Why wait any longer? DVBS is easy 7 
when you use All-Bible Vacation 
School Lessons. 


Get this book from your favorite 
dealer or Scripture Press 
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—_________FREE COPIES of the 
DVBS book “SMOOTH SAILING” 


by Bernice T. Cory 
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434 S. Wabash, Chicage 5, Ill. Dept. ETS-40 





SPIRITUAL ADORNMENT 


I am enclosing a check for gift subscrip- 
tions to Ererniry. I did not expect to send 
it, but have decided to wear my old clothes. 
I have a very handsome old suit which came 
from Paris about twenty-five years ago. If 
I can get such a person as a tailor in this 
city to remodel it without charging a small 
fortune, I will feel quite dressed up. Hats 
have ‘not changed much so will wear my old 
ones. 


SE. © 
New York, N. Y. 


The Editor is quite sure that the outward 
adorning in this case is in the sight of God 
of great price (1 Pet. 3:3, 4). Here is a 
Christian woman to whom the work of God 
is more important than being up to the last 

t in fashi 

We have written her that we are certain 
God does not remain in debt to anyone and 
that this sacrifice poured out to Him will 
be abundantly blessed to her. 





ARE THE DOORS CLOSING? 


What does it mean that missionaries are 
not permitted to return to China, Japan, Ko- 
rea, etc.? Does the closing of the doors mean 
the ending of the Lord’s missionary pro- 
gram? Are the doors closing? 

A TS. 


Kingsport, Tenn. 


Many people in America do not realize 
how sick the world is and how terrible con- 
ditions are on some of the mission fields 
where formerly missionaries. were free to 
live. The doors are by ne means closed. 
There is free t for mi ies to 
Africa, to the islands of the sea and to much 
of Asia. There are still obstacles in Roman 
Catholic Latin America and the doors are 
not open in the Far East. 

There is no indication that the Lord has 
shut the missionary door but rather that it is 
more widely opened today than ever and we 
must face the opportunities of this breath- 
ing space between the last war and the next 
one and thrust into every opening at no 
matter what cost. 

The only place where missionaries are 
completely barred seems to be territory un- 
der Soviet Russia. We should not forget to 
pray for the tens of thousands of true be- 
lievers that are in China and Northern 
Korea. 








Time is generally thought to be of little 
use, except as it may be employed in amuse- 
ments or in the prosecution of worldly busi- 
ness; but its value, as it stands connected 
with eternity, exceeds all calculation. The man- 
ner in which every hour is spent is recorded 
in Heaven; every moment, as it were, in- 
creases our eternal happiness or misery. 


Charles Simeon 
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FOR ONLY $10 YOU CAN 


SAVE A CHILD'S LIFE 


Have you seen groups of such children, huddled te- 
gether, looking cr like unpleasant animals than § 
human beings? Have you seen dead children in the 
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reseved from such 
groups in the 70 orphanage-sehools of China’s Chil- § 
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LIGHT and 
GUIDANCE 


For these 
days of the 
Age-End 


Are YOU reading 
PROPHECY MONTHLY? 


Editors: Keith L. Brooks, V. C. Oltrogge 
Official organ of American Prophetic League, Inc., 
to which the most competent prophetic specialists 
contribute study material and vital information. 
You need this monthly handbook of timely helps. 
$1 bill for 10-mo. trial. U. 8S. $1.20 yr., for 
eign $1.35. 

Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta, Los Angeles 4! 


2 Bible 
ndbook 


18th Edition 150 Photos and Maps Size 4}4x6}4x14 
An pe ag gag BIBLE COMMENTARY: with notes 
on every in the Bible. {Archaeol Di Ties- 
How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of Church History. 
There is nothing | published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much I Bible i 
Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by Young and Old 
Especially valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Students 
Widely used in Colleges and Seminaries 

Highly commended by leading M: and Mini 

(Full particulars sent on request) 

764 pages. Cloth Binding. Only $2.00. 

Order from your Bookstore, or 
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f God's people are 


ee ing centers, such 


as Fuller Theological minary, for Spirit- 
filled LEADERS who will valiantly meet the 
challenge te present Christ — the world’s 


only hope in these darkening days. 
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e faculty and students at Fuller Theological 
Seminary place their greatest emphasis up- 
= eg intimate knowledge of the Word of 
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If you think this is a good sign, won’t 
you write us your letter of encoura 
ment today? Room 208-C . 






THEOLOGICAL 
ee R Y 


Charles E. Fuller, founder 


Box 989 
CALIFORNIA 


PASADENA, 


Aprit 1950 
7 








WHAT MANNER OF MAN? 


They might well ask this question 
concerning our Lord, for not only 
“never man spake like this man,” but 
there never was a man like him in any 
other way. When He was born His 
birth was above and beyond the laws 
of birth. When He died His death was 
above and beyond the laws of death. 
Men sometimes question the veracity 
of the things that He did, such as the 
wonder of His walking on the waves or 
stilling the tempest, but there’ is none 
of the miracles as great as the one of 
His very being. 

He became flesh, and flesh is dust, of 
which it had been written, “Dust thou 
art and to dust thou shalt return.” The 
poet has noted that this “was not 
spoken of the soul,” but we note that it 
was not spoken of Christ. His veins 
were opened and His blood flowed to 
the ground, but that ground could not 
claim His body, for His soul was not 
left in Hell, nor did His body see cor- 
ruption. Of Him it could have been 
said, “Dust Thou art, but to Heaven 
Thou shalt ascend.” 

It is wonderful to think that there is 
some of the dust of the earth in Heaven 
at this moment. A meteor flashes 
through our atmosphere and plunges to 
our earth. Men place such bits of 
metal from other worlds in their mu- 
seums with some awe. But the Lord of 
Heaven came to earth and took His 
body’s worth of dust back to Heaven. 
The world of demons was conquered, 
the universe of Heaven acclaimed the 
triumph, and the glorious company of 
the believers trembled in their dust 
like the bones in the valley, knowing 
that because He lives we too shall live. 





NEXT MONTH: 


The Editor's comments on 
Churchill’s Memoirs, Vol. 
III, The Grand Alliance. 


Counting the Cost by Fred 
Mitchell, Home Director for 
Great Britain of the China 
Inland Mission and Chair- 
man of the English Keswick. 


Catacombs and Colosseums by 
Vance Havner 


Walking with God in Perilous 
‘Times by L. Sale-Harrison. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity to His everlasting glory. 
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view—and that is the only view of 
life worth while—there is a working 
out of the divine plan and purpose, 
and a perfect pattern is there. God 
is not the of the dead, but of 
the living, and beyond death there 
is spiritual reality in the state of 
eternity. To those who die “in 
Christ” and know His redeeming 
grace there is the certainty of the 
crowning with life everlasting be- 
yond. 

Meantime all work and service is 

reliminary, partial, and necessarily 
incomplete. But the light of immor- 
tality assures us of completeness of 
expression and fulness of life such as 
we have not known here. We are 
working, then, not for an hour or a 
day, but for eternity. 

When we are crowned with im- 
mortality another t of our work 
will begin, for “His servants shall 
serve Him . . .” That endless life be- 
yond brings the certainty of a “pre- 
pared place,” a state of bliss un- 
dreamed of here. 

Someone might object to say “You 
might be mistaken for no one has 
ever come back from the grave to tell 
us.” Yes, someone has returned. His 
name is Jesus Christ the Lord. His 
death was not the end as His ene- 
mies thought. He rose again from 
the dead, and the resurrection is the 
best attested and accredited fact of 
history. Because He lives we shall 
live also who are His by His grace. 
The resurrection is the foundation 
of all true historical fact and stands 
to guarantee life eternal to all who 
will believe. We do not worship a 








dead Christ or go on pilgrimage to a 
tomb. We are in living, vital com- 
munion with the Christ of the ages, 
the Christ of history, the Christ of 
experience, the Christ who is the ob- 
ject of our worship and whose pres- 
ence is ours all the days. 


HE BRINGS US THIS THROUGH 
THE GOSPEL 


A trumpet blast of victory is not a 
mere note but.a harmony. It is not 
a one-fingered exercise of monoto- 
nous tune, but a melody of beauty. 
When a new word arises there is 
significance in it. God here is spell- 
ing out His love to all men, and 
thus the word is “God-Spell” or 
“Gospel,” the good news of a Sa- 
viour. Here is no cunningly devised 
fable or fairy tale, but truth. 

This note of triumph sounds 
throughout the world for all to hear. 
The proclamation of this message is 
the greatest dynamic and power for 
life. By means of it men are changed 
and transformed in life and charac- 
ter and destiny. Heeding it, we are 
never the same again, and we are 
born again to be new creations in 
Christ. 

The victory of Christ means that 
all false religions are rejected. 
Throughout the world are many re- 
ligions and cults, but Christianity is 
the one final, redeeming faith for 
man. All others are partial in their 
light and distorted in their life, but 
in Christ alone is found salvation. 
The laden altars, the repeated ritual, 
the enslaved lives are evidence of the 
futility of man’s trust in the exter- 


+ 


One ancient Athenian candidate for public 
office promised many reforms and other bene- 
fits to his fellow citizens. When he had 
finished his long speech his opp + rose 
and replied in eight words: “All that he has 
said, | will do." This was the true difference 
between Christ and all who went before or 
who have promised since. They were filled 
with words; He acted. They promised liberty 
but were th Ives in bondage; He made 
men free. “What the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God send- 
ing His own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 
that the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit" (Rom. 8:3, 4). 








+ 


It is easier to offer God a few activities than to give Him a heart. 


nals of religion without finding 
peace and salvation. 


Not all the blood of beasts 

On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain: 

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb 

Takes all our sins away, 

A sacrifice of nobler name 

And richer blood than they. 


The victory of Christ means also 
that all imperfect cultures are inade- 

uate. The loveliness of nature and 

e wisdom of the mind are wedded 
to the aesthetic appreciation of the 
finer things of life, but these do not 
bring deliverance from the warping 
power of sin. Salvation is not by the 
intellectual genius of man or by 
hedonistic pursuits of enjoyment. 
The dark, abysmal depths of sinful 
nature need to be dealt with in re- 
birth and resurrection power. 

The victory of Christ means fur- 
ther that all material and moral 
might of man is abortive to achieve 
eternal destiny. Mammon worship is 
commonplace and the kingdoms of 
this world would usurp the kingdom 
of Christ. Good works or decency of 
life are not enough before the judg- 
ment of God. Man’s self-centered- 
ness and pride of heart have failed 
him until he sits amid the ruins of 
a world that is astray and lost. 

None of these avenues is adequate 
to redeem anyone. Only the victory 
of Christ is able. In the cross these 
things met once and for all, and 
there the Saviour triumphed openly 
over them. Religion, culture, and 
morality have a place in life, but in 
themselves they have no redeeming 
power of grace. Christ is the King 
of the cross, enthroned over all these 
powers of life. And from the empty 
tomb and the glorious Easter morn- 
ing of resurrection He sounds the 
trumpet blast of victory. Sin has 


been defeated and the terror of 
death has been removed forever to 
all who will align themselves with 


Him in His victory. 

Do you? Have you surrendered 
your will and heart to Him? Have 
you entered into His victory by faith? 
You have all that life offers now, but 
have you this faith which overcomes 
sin and death? You may enjoy it 
through the grace and gift of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. The trum- 
pet is sounding once again this 
Easter-tide and the victory won by 
the cross and the resurrection is of- 
fered to you who submit and believe. 
“Christ hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel.” 
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Gladness and joy can 
never be the portion of 
the unsaved. These 
come only from God’s 
oil and wine pressed 
from God’s own olives 
and grapes. 
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When one reads the Bible through 
the eyes of those who live in Medi- 
teranean lands, there are many 
things that become strikingly clear 
which would never be understood 
naturally by anyone living in a land 
of the west. There is a great differ- 
ence between life lived at camel 
speed and life that is lived with high 
powered autmobiles. The land of 
villages that are completely dark at 
night cannot be fully comprehended 
by the land whose smallest towns 
reveal themselves to the passing air- 
planes by splotches of street lights 
and neon signs. In our country, 
walking down the street, one would 
expect to come to a grocery store 
with packaged goods, or to a service 
station, or to a corner drug store. 
There one would expect to come on 
a store selling little more than olive 
oil, and it would be a rare family 
that did not buy its bottle of olive 
oil every day or two. 

Coming down from the north, 
through France, for example, one 
leaves the land where rich cooking 
is done with butter, and comes to 
the lands of the sun where cooking is 
with oil from Palestine to Spain. 
And these lands are arid and rocky. 
Sheep tended by their shepherds 
roam the hills. There are few tall 
trees, and the greens that dominate 
the landscape are different tones 
from those we know in the western 
world. There will be found the 
tawny green of the olive and the 
sharper green of the vineyard. 

Throughout all these lands the 
water supplies are frequently in dan- 
ger of pollution, and many of the in- 
habitants observe the injunction 
which the Holy Spirit gave to Timo- 
thy, “Drink no longer water, but 
use a little wine for thy stomach’s 
sake and thine often infirmities” (1 
Tim. 5:23). For the most part it is 
only a little wine that is used. I do 
not recall having seen more than a 
dozen men drunk in years of tr= /el 
and living in these lands, if you ex- 
cept the tourists living in the hotels! 


OIL and WINE 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Oil and wine. These are the sta- 
ples of life. Oil and wine. The 
union of the two in the speech of 
those lands is as common as our 
speaking of bread and milk, or meat 
and potatoes. Oil and wine. We note 
that the good Samaritan had them 
with him as he traveled, and we find 
that when he ministered to the vic- 
tim of the thieves on the road to 
Jericho, he poured oil and wine into 
his wounds before setting him on his 
own beast and bringing him to the 
inn, where he took care of him (Lk. 
10:24). Oil and wine. When we 
understand their symbolic meaning 
we will know why God has com- 
manded that they are not to be hurt, 
even by the angel of judgment in the 
time of the great tribulation (Rev. 
6:6) . 

In the Old Testament there are 
two main words translated “oil,” 
one, used 22 times, a general term, 
and the other, referring, perhaps to 
a more refined product, translated 
“oil” 165 times, “ointment” 23 times, 
“precious ointment” once, and a 
dozen times by such words as “fat” 
and “fruitful.” A careful study of 
these hundreds of passages reveals 
that oil was used for food, as we re- 
call the meal in the barrel and the 
oil that never failed (1 Ki. 17:14). 
It was used for the light of lamps, as 
we remember especially the oil that 
was brought to the tabernacle for 
the seven-branched light (Ex. 27: 
20); and for the anointing of the 

riests, as we are reminded of the 


‘fragrant Psalm that describes the 


precious ointment (it is the same 
Hebrew word) that ran down upon 
the beard of Aaron (Psa. 133:2). It 
was used for the anointing of kings, 
as we recall God’s word to Samuel, 
“Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I 
will send thee to Jesse . . . for I have 

rovided Me a king among his sons” 
(1 Sam. 16:1); and it was a gift for 
kings, as Solomon sent twenty mea- 
sures to. Hiram of Tyre (1 Ki. 5:11). 
It was used for medicine, as in the 
case of the good Samaritan; .and for 


We cannot live a Christian life until we have a Christian life to live. 7 








a cosmetic, to make the face to shine 
(Psa. 104:15) . 

It is of this last usage that I wish 
to speak particularly. In our lands 
it is not the custom to use oil to 
make the face to shine. The women 
have adopted a custom of using tal- 
cum to take the shine off except in 
the hot summers at the beaches 
where oil is in fashion again. In a 
tropical country, in a country full of 
insects, in a country of dust and heat 
that burns and cracks the skin, the 
oil for the face is a luxury that is 
greatly enjoyed. Thus oil came to 
be a symbol of joy and gladness. 
“The Lord bless thee and keep thee: 
the Lord make His face shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee” 

Num. 6:24, 25). The Lord of the 
ining face was the Lord of joy and 
peace for His children. Of Christ it 
was prophesied, “God, thy God, hath 
anointed Thee with the oil of glad- 
ness above Thy fellows” (Psa. 45:7) . 
Will you hold in your mind the fact 
that oil is one of the Biblical sym- 
bols for joy and gladness, and turn 
to the word that is found so often 
coupled with oil, that is, wine. 

There are almost as many words 
for wine in Hebrew as there are in 
English. I do not believe that they 
are words which distinguish sources 
of wine, as we speak of port, sherry, 
champagne, burgundy or bordeaux, 
all of which are place names. Their 
words seem to have been chosen in 
relationship to the force of the alco- 
holic reaction. There was chamar, 
on which Belshazzar was drunk; 
there was the most common, yayin, 
on which Noah got drunk; there are 
four or five other words, used once 
or twice each, but always in connec- 
tion with drunkenness, and finally, 
there is tirosh, sweet wine, or new 
wine, so potent that the bystanders 
thought the apostles were drunk 
with it on Pentecost. The Bible 
everywhere speaks against drunken- 
ness, in the strongest terms, but I 
will fail in the most beautiful appli- 
cation I wish to make of all this, if 
I do not accept that which the Bible 
everywhere sets forth, that wine, in 
those Mediterranean countries at 
least, was given by God for the joy 
of man. We must not be confused by 
the fact that God later cursed their 
blessings and used wine mixed with 
other vintages as a symbol of his 
fury in judgment. 

In Isaiah the Lord is pictured as a 
husbandman, preparing Israel, as a 
vineyard in order that He might 
have the choice wine of their fruit- 


8 Is Christ more to you today than He was yesterday? 


age (Isa. 5). In the parable of the 
trees of the forest it was the vine who 
refused to rule because, as it said, 
“Shall I leave my wine, which cheer- 
eth God and man, and go to be pro- 
moted over the trees?” (Jud. 9:13). 
It is the Lord who is praised in the 
Psalms because. He brings forth 
“wine that maketh glad the heart of 
man” (Psa. 104:15). We are told to 
give “wine unto those that be of 
heavy hearts” (Prov. 31:6), and we 
are invited to “Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without 
price” (Isa. 55:1). 

The time of gathering the grapes 
was a time of joy like unto our 
Thanksgiving Day. The grapes were 
brought to the vats and the men 
trampled them to bring forth the 











There is a point for all in an advertisement 
by a clock company, setting forth the merits 
of their brand of electric clocks. "Utterly 
devoid of temperament and tantrums," says 
the ad, “our clocks go quietly about their 
business of telling the truth year after year." 
That is also a good description of the Chris- 
tian who is joined to the Lord and who is 
living by the momentary flow of His power. 





wine. Macaulay, in “Horatius at the 
Bridge,” describes the scene when 
the men were gone to battle: 


This year the must shall foam 
Round the white feet of laughing girls 
Whose sires have marched to Rome. 


The Bible describes the Lord Jesus 
in such a scene. As it is possible to 
describe a man crushing grapes with 
furious vigor and laughing at the 
same time, so the Bible describes the 
Lord Jesus as treading the winepress 
of the fierceness of the wrath of God 
(Isa. 63:3; Rev. 14:19), and then, 
splattered with the wine, coming 
forth with the shouting joy of the 
merry maker. Christ is described as 
Shiloh, the son of Judah, unto whom 
the gathering of the people shall be, 


as He washes His garments in joy, 
His clothes in the blood of grapes, 
His eyes flashing with joy (Gen. 49: 
10-12). It was for such joy that He 
endured the cross (Heb. 12:1). 

Oil and wine, both symbols of joy. 
There are some eighteen different 
words in the original languages that 
are translated by our one word 
“joy,” in addition to verbs that speak 
of leaping for joy and breaking forth 
with joy. There can be no doubt 
that the Lord wishes us to be rejoic- 
ing, filled with gladness, mirth, 
pleasure, praise and song; and we 
are enjoined to sing, shout, dance, 
leap, praise, play, break forth, re- 
joice and be exceeding glad, and to 
know joy that is unspeakable. 

And now I come to the purpose of 
this study. All that I have set forth 
to this point, though it has taken 
hours of combing of the texts, is 
nothing without that which follows. 
The Lord wants you to be joyful, 
yet many of His children come short 
of the great grace that He has for us 
in this life. You are fundamental 
and know the doctrines; you are in- 
structed and know the vocabulary; 
you are saved and have the potén- 
tialities, but you do not have the 
fullness of joy. You have olives but 
no oil and you have grapes but no 
wine. 

Olives and grapes are fruits, and 
they are necessary in order to pro- 
duce the oil and the wine, but they 
are not oil and wine in themselves. 
In the Song of Solomon the Bride- 
groom went down to the garden to 
see the fruits of the valley,.and to 
see whether the vine flourished (6: 
11). How would He find us today? 

If we go to Palestine again for a 
moment, and forget our slick gro- 
cery stores with their packaged 
foods, we will find olives and grapes 
that have never fulfilled their true 
destiny. The olive shrinks and is 
wrinkled. A hungry man can eat 
such olives, and the poor people can 
put them in their food, but the rich- 
ness has evaporated. The grapes that 
remain on the vine begin to harden, 
and after a time they are pulpy and 
dry. They will keep for months, 
dryer all the time, and will still be 
useful for some nourishment, but the 
wine is gone and the raisins excite a 
thirst for the juice that is not there. 
They are better than nothing, surely, 
but they are not a substitute for their 
oil and their wine. 

Are you satisfied with olives and 
grapes? Be'‘assured that they will 

(Continued on page 45) 
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“Handle Me and See”’ 


The life of the Church has been 
the resurrection life of her risen 
Lord. It is not surprising that un- 
belief has made this doctrine one of 
its chief targets of attack. Neither is 
it surprising that Holy Writ has 
made of this doctrine one of the 
foundations of the faith. This, with 
the dogma of the crucifixion, has 
given to believers a living Gospel— 
the tragedy of man’s complete ruin 
in sin and the good news of God’s 
perfect remedy in Christ. 

God’s Word abounds in the de- 
fense of the resurrection of our Lord. 
One of the most powerful is to be 
found in the Gospel according to St. 
Luke, at the twenty-fourth chapter. 
Under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit we have the trained eye of the 
physician, the psychologist’s keen ob- 
servation, and the searching scrutiny 
of the scientist. 

He presents the history of the 
resurrection in three scenes: early 
morning at the tomb; midday on the 
road to Emmaus; evening in the up- 
per room. Vividly he describes the 
details in words that bring the very 
feeling of the characters to us. Let 
us hasten, with the speed of thought, 
back to that first joyful morn and 
witness through the eyes of our dis- 
cerning evangelist the event of that 
. early dawn, which has rocked the 
centuries down to our own day. 

Three outstanding facts are given 
to us in the scene at the tomb. The 
sepulcher is empty, the Lord is ab- 
sent, He who was dead, now lives. 
Contrasting clauses point clearly to 
a physical resurrection. 

“Why seek ye the living among the 
dead?” 

“He is not here, but is risen!” 

“Remember how He spake unto you 
when He was yet in Galilee?” 

First we see the contrast between 
the words “living” and “dead.” 
There is no doubt in the women’s 
mind that Jesus is dead, buried in a 
sealed tomb. Had not they brought 
prepared spices for the anointing of 
His body? There is no doubt in the 
mind of the men that Jesus is living. 
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By RacpH L. KEIPER 


The physical resurrection considered in the light of the 


Greek text of Luke 24. Mr. Keiper is Professor of Greek 


and Philosophy at the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania. 


Is not the unsealed tomb standing 
empty? Both these words to the peo- 
ple at the sepulcher have a physical 
meaning. Jesus is physically dead. 
The cross is mute evidence. Christ 
is physically alive! The tomb is'silent 
witness. 

The Greek of Luke gives us an in- 
cidental detail of great interest. The 
men literally say: “Why do you keep 
on seeking the living among the 
dead?” 

The present tense tells us that, 
from the early dawn of verse one to 
the interview of verse five, having 
seen the stone rolled away, and find- 
ing the tomb empty, the women 
doubtless searched throughout the 
cemetery for the body of our Lord. 
This is further borne out by the fact 
that the “dead” in the Greek is liter- 
ally “dead ones,” which is to say, 
“why do you keep seeking among the 
dead ones for the One who lives?” 
Again the Greek text aids us in our 
understanding. 

In verse four, where we have in 
English, “And it came to pass, as 
they were much perplexed there- 
about. . .” the word “perplexed” is 
literally “to be at a loss, to be with- 
out resources, to not know how to 
turn.” Do you not see that the only 
recourse that the women had in the 
face of the empty tomb was to search 
among the dead for their Dead? 
They were at a total loss to know 
what to do. And as they were busily 
searching the men appeared. 

The second statement of the two 
men is equally astounding. “He is 
not here, He is risen!” The Knox 
and Williams translations both put 
it, “He has risen.” This is excellent 
English. The exact Greek is difficult. 


We might say:—“He is not here, but 
was caused to rise again.” The form 
is an aorist passive. Though it 
sounds difficult, it contains a nugget 
of grace furthering the argument for 
physical resurrection. The word 
“risen” here does not have to do with 
a person being lifted up, but rather 
“a being aroused from sleep, a bemg 
recalled to life.” Imimediately-we see 
the exact meaning in the -precise, 
words of our narrator. 

It is not a spiritualized Jesus that 
Luke has in mind, but rather the 
Jesus that died, leaving physical life, 
who has been recalled to physical 
life; He has been aroused from the 
sleep into which He had fallen. Thus 
we are forced to recognize our Sav- 
iour physically risen, or we must as- 
sume that a non-physical Christ went 
to the cross. We emphasize this pe- 
culiar grammatical construction for 
St. Luke would have us see that the 
Father was at work, keeping faith 
with His Son. “The Son should not 
see corruption.” Thus the Father was 
recalling Him from death. In a para- 
phrase, we hear the men say, “He is 
not among the dead, He was called 
back into life.” 

By this time the poor women 
might have well questioned their 
sanity because of the seeming inanity 
of the men’s remarks. Thus the psy- 
chologist in Luke comes to the fore. 
How apt, now, is the messengers’ 
third statement: “Bring to mind 
what He said to you when He was 
in Galilee, speaking to you. ..” 

“Bring to mind what He said to 
you!” His Word against their worry! 
What had He told them in Galilee? 
He had said: “The Son of man shall 

(Continued on page 42) 
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In The Life of 
John Newton 


This great preacher wished 
to be remembered only as one who 


Once an infidel and libertine, 
A servant of slaves in Africa, 
Was by the rich mercy of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Preserved, restored, pardoned, 
And xg Woe to preach the faith he 
Had long labored to destroy. 


Well might John Newton wonder 
at the grace that had saved him. 


“Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 


In that hour he was in peril of his 
life in a storm on a ship at sea and 
to that hour he had been brought 
through many dangers. 

Until the death of his mother be- 
fore he was seven years old he was 
brought up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord and it was her 
hope that he might be educated for 
the ministry. 

On his eleventh birthday, he went 
to sea on his father’s ship on the first 
of five voyages with him to the Medi- 
terranean. He took up and laid aside 
a religious profession three or four 
different times before he was sixteen 
years of age. “All this while,” he 
says, “my heart was insincere: I often 
saw the necessity of religion, as a 
means of escaping Hell, but I loved 
sin, and was unwilling to forsake it.’ 

So great was his unwillingness that 
the Lord who loved him permitted 
great chastening to bring him back 
to Himself. He pursued his career at 
sea after his father’s retirement, was 
impressed into the British navy, de- 
serted after his father’s influence had 
secured him advancement, and by 
his undisciplined life kept himself in 
the lowest rank aboard ship. Leaving 
his ship on the west coast of Africa 
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where the chief trade was in slaves, 
his dissolute life brought him to the 
place where he became the servant of 
a man whose affairs were managed 
in his absence from home by a native 
woman. 

John Newton had reached bottom. 
He was, as he said, the servant of 
slaves. For a time he was dependent 
for food on the scraps from the slave 
woman’s table. After several years 
he was rescued by a passing vessel 
and resumed his life at sea, un- 
chastened by even these experiences. 

And then the conviction he had 
been so unwilling to receive was 
deeply impressed upon him in the 
Lord’s own time. His heart had been 
ng by all that had gone before 
rom his early childhood 

One night at the beginning of 
March, 1748, a violent storm broke 
oF Newton’s ship. The ship 
was filling with water very fast and 
the crew worked frantically at the 
pumps. In talking with the captain 
John Newton said almost without 
thinking of his own meaning, “If this 
will not do, the Lord have mercy 
upon us!” He thus expressed a de- 
sire for mercy for the the first time in 
many years. Struck with his own 
words he thought, “What mercy can 
there be for me?” From this time he 
dated his return to God. 

There remained much for him to 
learn and the Lord gave him a great 
ministry, but he never forgot the 
hour in which he first believed. 
When he sat down, years later, to 
write his own story of his life he set 
down at the beginning the text: 
“Thou shalt remember all the way 


God’s commands are to be obeyed, not considered. 


which the Lord thy God led thee .. . 
in the wilderness” (Deut. 8:2). 
“There is a time coming,” he wrote, 
“when our warfare shall be accom- 

plished, our views enlarged, and our 
light increased: then, with what 
transports of adoration and love 
shall we look back upon the way by 
which the Lord led us! We shall then 
see and acknowledge that mercy and 
goodness directed every step; we shall 
see that what our ignorance once 
called adversities and evils were in 
reality blessings which we could not 
have done well without: that nothing 
befell us without a cause; that no 
trouble came upon us sooner, or 
pressed us more heavily, or con- 
tinued longer, than our case re- 
quired; in a word, that our many 
afflications were each in their place 
among the means employed by di- 
vine grace and wisdom to bring us to ° 
the ion of that exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory which the 
Lord has prepared for His people.” 

For forty- years John Newton 
preached the Gospel. infirmities 
of age did not stop him. He grew 
almost blind and almost deaf so that 
he could not engage in conversation, 
but still he preached. And when a 
friend suggested that he stop his 
preaching, he said “I cannot stop. 
What! shall the old African blas- 
phemer stop while he can speak?” 

Many years ago his writings were 
widely read, and though they have 
long been out of print except for a 
few familiar hymns, there is much of 
value. in them for us today. Eternity 
will bring them to its readers from 
time to time. 
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She Lord Ys Risen Indeed 


By John Newton 


There are some truths, the knowl- 
edge and belief of which singly con- 
sidered, are fundamentals with re- 
spect to the salvation of a sinner. 
And though they are distinct in 
themselves, we cannot determine 
which of them is of most importance 
to us; for unless we know, approve, 
and receive them all, we can have no 
experience of a life of faith in the 
Son of God. Such, for instance, is 
the scriptural doctrine concerning 
the depravity of human nature. This 
is the first principle; for unless we 
understand what our state is in the 
sight of God, the enormity of our 
transgressions, and our incapacity for 
true happiness, until our hearts are 
changed by the power of his grace, 
we cannot rightly understand a 
single chapter in the Bible. Such, 
likewise, is the doctrine of the atone- 
ment, for, if we could know how 
totally we are lost, without knowing 
the gracious method which God has 
appointed for our recovery, we must 
unavoidably sink into despair. 

Again, if we were sensible of our 
state as sinners, and even if we 
trusted in Christ for salvation, yet 
the apostle observes in this chapter, 
that unless He be indeed risen from 
the dead, our faith in Him would 
be vain, and we should still be in our 
sins. The resurrection of Christ, 
therefore, is a doctrine absolutely es- 
sential to our hope and comfort; and 
it is likewise a sure pledge, that they 
who believe in Him shall be raised 
from the dead also, by virtue of their 
union with Him and according to 
His pattern. For “now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and is become the 
first-fruits of them that slept.” Let 
us at present consider His resurrec- 
tion and the sure consequence of it, 
that His people shall be raised from 
the dead. 

The resurrection of Christ, being 
as a fact, the great pillar upon which 
the weight and importance of Chris- 
tianity rest, it has pleased the Lord 
to put the indubitable proof of it 
within our power. There is no one 
point of ancient uninspired history 
so certainly and unquestionably au- 
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thenticated. It may seem unnecessary 
to prove it, and to many of you it is 
entirely so. Yet I think it proper to 
take some notice of it; not so much 
on account of the weak and trifling 
cavils of infidels, as for the sake of 
persons who may be assaulted with 
temptations. For many plain people, 
who are not much acquainted with 
the subtleties of sceptics, are some- 
times pestered with difficulties and 
objections in their own minds, per- 
haps more shrewd and powerful than 
such as are commonly found in 
books, or retailed in conversation. 

Unbelief is deeply rooted in every 
heart; and Satan, our great enemy, 
can, and if permitted, will, work 
powerfully upon this evil disposi- 
tion. He endeavors to beat us off 
from the belief of every truth of 
Scripture, and of this among the rest. 
And many persons who have been so 
well convinced that our Lord rose 
from the dead, as to venture their 
souls and their all upon it, have 
found themselves at-a loss how to 
answer the enemy in an hour of 
sharp and pressing temptation. 

Let us supporse, then, that we had 
lately received the news of some ex- 
traordinary and almost incredible 
event, and let us consider what evi- 
dence we should require to satisfy us 
that the report was true, and apply 
the same kind of reasoning to the 
point in hand. That there was, a 
great while ago, a Person named 
Jesus, who gathered disciples, and 
died upon a cross, is universally 
acknowledged. Both Jews and 
heathens, who lived at the time and 
afterwards, not only admitted it, but 
urged it as a reproach against His 
followers. Many testimonies of this 
kind are still extant. 

The turning point between His 
enemies and His friends, is His resur- 
rection. This has been denied. We 
acknowledge that He did not appear 
publicly after He rose, as He did be- 
fore His death, but only to a com- 
petent number of His followers, to 
whom He showed Himself, and sat- 
isfied them by many infallible proofs 
that He was alive, and that He was 


“But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept” 1 Cor. 
15:20. : 


the same person whom they had seen 
crucified. They reported what they 
saw, and we believe their report. 
Let us see who they were and on 
what grounds we receive and rely 
upon their testimony. 

If they were mistaken themselves, 
or if they were engaged and agreed 
in a crafty design of imposing upon 
mankind, we, who depend upon 
their relation, may be involved in 
their mistake, or deceived by their 
artifice.. But if neither of these sup- 
positions can possibly be true, if they 
were competent and impartial wit- 
nesses, then we are not only justified 
in giving credit to their testimony, 
but it must be unreasonable and (in 
a case of this importance) presump- 
tuous, and dangerous to reject it. 

That they were competent judges 
of what they asserted, is evident from 
their numbers. The eye-witnesses of 
this fact were many. “He was seen 
of Cephas, then of the twelve; after 
that He was seen of five hundred 
brethren at once; after that He was 
seen of. James, then of all the 
apostles; and last of all, He was seen 
of me also,” 1 Cor. 15:5-8. Thus 
Paul wrote when multitudes who 
lived at the time were still living, 
and would readily have contradicted 
him if he had declared an untruth. 
Five hundred concurring witnesses 
are sufficient. to establish the credit 
of a fact, which they all saw with 
their own eyes, if their word may be 
depended upon. 

We can be certain of things which 
we never saw no otherwise than by 
the testimony of others. And cer- 
tainty may be attained in this way. 
For though some persons would ap- 
propriate the word demonstration to 
mathematical evidence, yet moral 
evidence may be in many cases equal- 
ly conclusive, and compel assent with 
equal force. I am so fully satisfied by 
the report of others, that there are 
such cities as Paris or Rome, though 
I never saw them, that I am no more 
able seriously to question their exist- 
ence, than I am to doubt the truth of 
a proposition in Euclid which I 
have seen demonstrated. 


You will not know any faster than you will do. ul 








As they were competent judges, so 
they were upright and faithful wit- 
nesses. There is no more room to 
suspect that they had a design to de- 
ceive others, than that they were mis- 
taken or deceived themselves. 

If we judge of them by their 
writings, we must at least allow them 
to have been well-meaning men. 
They profess to aim at promoting 
the knowledge and honor of the 
true God, and thereby to promote 
the morality and happiness of man- 
kind. Their conduct was uniformly 
consistent with their profession, and 
their doctrines and precepts were evi- 
dently suited to answer their design. 
The penmen of the New Testament 
were confessedly men in private life, 
most of them destitute of literature, 
and engaged in low occupations, till 
they became the disciples of Jesus. 

Is it probable that men who speak 
so honorably of God, who inculcate 
upon their fellow creatures such an 
entire devotedness to His will and 
service, should be impostors them- 
selves? Is it at all credible that a few 
men, in an obscure situation, should 
form a consistent and well-concerted 
plan, sufficient to withstand and 
overcome the prejudices, habits, and 
customs, both of Jews and heathens; 
to institute 2 new religion, and, with- 
out the assistance of interest or arms, 
to spread it rapidly and successfully 
in a few years throughout the great- 
est part of the Roman empire? Or is 
it possible that such men could, at 
their first effort, exhibit a scheme of 
theology and morality, so vastly su- 
perior to the united endeavors of the 
philosophers of all ages? 

But further, they could not possi- 
bly propose any advantage to them- 
selves in their endeavors to propa- 
gate the Christian religion, if they 
had not been assured that the cruci- 
fied Jesus, whom they preached, was 
risen from the dead, and had taken 
possession of His kingdom. Know- 
ing whom they had believed, filled 
with a constraining sense of His love, 
and depending upon His promise 
and power to support them in the 
service to which He had called 
them, they were neither ashamed nor 
afraid to proclaim His Gospel, and 
to invite and enjoin sinners every- 
where to put their trust in Him. 
Otherwise they had nothing to ex- 
pect but such treatment as they ac- 
tually met with, for professing their 
belief of His resurrection, and espe- 
cially the pains they took to publish 
it, first among the people who had 
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put Him to death, and afterwards 
among the heathen. 

It required no great sagacity to 
foresee that this doctrine would be 
an offense to the Jews, and foolish- 
ness to the Greeks (1 Cor. 1:23). 
They were in fact despised, hated, 
opposed, and persecuted wherever 
they went; and those who espoused 
their cause were immediately ex- 
posed to participation in their suf- 
ferings. Nor was there the least prob- 
ability that the event could be other- 
wise. 

Impostors there have beerr many; 
but we cannot conceive that any set 
of men would deliberately, and by 
consent, contrive an imposture, 
which in the nature of the thing, 
could procure nothing to them or to 
their followers, but contempt, stripes, 
imprisonment, and death. 

Even if we could for a moment 
sup them capable of so wild and 
wicked an undertaking, as, under 
pretense of the service of God, to 
provoke and dare the hatred of man- 
kind, by asserting and propagating 
an offensive falsehood, it would be 
impossible upon that ground to ac- 
count for the success which they met 
with. If this counsel and cause had 
not been of God, it must have come 
to nought (Acts 5:38). But by 
preaching — and His resurrec- 
tion, in defiance of all the arts and 
rage of their enemies, they mightily 
prevailed over the established cus- 
toms and inveterate prejudices of 
mankind, and brought multitudes 
into the belief of their doctrine 
against all disadvantages. 





Needy miners and settlers in British Colum- 
bia, busily engaged in stripping abandoned 
Ft. Alcan of lumber, electrical appliances, and 
plumbing, made an amazing discovery. While 
dismantling the jail they found that the 
mighty locks were attached to the heavy 
doors and two-inch steel bars covered the 
windows, but the walls of the prison were only 
patented wallboard of clay and paper, 
painted to resemble iron. A good old heave 
against the walls by 2 man 
who would not have had to 
be as strong as a football 
tackle would have burst the 
wall out. Nobody ever 
tried it because nobody 
thought it possible. 
Many Christians are 
prisoners of fears that are 
nothing when pushed 
against. Satan cannot do 
anything against a child of 
God but he loves to put 
barriers of papier mache 
in the path of a believer to 
make him think that there 
is no progress in the direc- 
tion of the will of the Lord. 
When. by faith we push 
against it we will be free. 





The Lord confirmed their word 
with signs following. The miracles 
which were wrought in the Name of 
Jesus were numerous and undeni- 
able; and the moral effects of their 
preaching, though too frequent and 
universal to be styled miraculous, 
were such as can only be with reason 
ascribed to a divine power. The 
pillars of paganism, the superstitions 
of idol worship, though in every 
country connected and incorporated 
with the frame of civil government, 
and guarded for ages, not more by 
popular veneration than for reasons 
of state, were very soon shaken, and 
in no great space of time subverted. 

Within about two hundred years 
after Tacitus had described the 
Christians as the objects of universal 
contempt and hatred, Christianity 
became the established religion of 
the empire. And in a letter by Pliny 
to Trajan on the subject, we have 
indisputable evidence that even in 
the time of Tacitus, hated, vilified, 
and persecuted, as the Christians. 
were, their religion so greatly pre- 
vailed that in many places the idol 
temples were almost deserted. 

But the proof of the resurrection 
of Christ, which is the most impor- 
tant and satisfactory of any, does Tt 
depend upon arguments and histori- 
cal evidence with which multitudes. 
of true Christians are unacquainted, 
but is, in its own nature, equally con- 
vincing in all ages, and equally level 
to all capacities. They who have 
found the Gospel to be the power of 
God to the salvation of their souls, 
have the witness in themselves; and 
are very sure that the doctrine, which 
enlightened their understandings, 
awakened their conscience, delivered 
them from the guilt and dominion 
of sin, brought them into a state of 
peace and communion with God. 
and inspired them with a bright and 
glorious hope of eternal life, must be 
true. 

They know that the Lord is risen 
indeed, because they are made par- 
takers of the power of His resurrec- 
tion, and have experienced a change 
in themselves which could only be 
wrought by the influence of that 
Holy Spirit which Jesus is exalted 
to bestow. And many believers, 
though not qualified to dispute with 
philosophers and sceptics upon their 
own learned ground, can put them 
to shame and to silence by the in- 
tegrity and purity of their conduct, 
by their patience and cheerfulness 

(Continued on page 40) 
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EDITORIALS 


cn cd 
DEDICATION 


Some men dedicate their books to 
wife, mother, teacher or friend. Many 
people have asked the Editor the mean- 
ing of the phrase from the New Testa- 
ment, in Greek, that appears on the de- 
dication page in the front of all his 
books. We tell them, and it is the 
phrase that weé put in dedication over 
the Editorial page in the first issue of 
our publication nineteen years ago, and 
that we put here: “Unto Him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in His 


own blood” (Rev. 1:5). 


* * * 


VOL. 19, ‘NO. 10 


On the masthead of this issue there 
is printed “Volume One, Number 
One.” But in reality this is volume 
nineteen, number ten of our editorial 
work. And as the former readers of 
Revelation turn the pages of ETERNITY 
they will find many of the old’ features 
and the old writers. 

All has been said that needs to be 
said as to the reasons why the Editor, 
the regular writers, and one of the of- 


fice workers left the old magazine to '‘ 


collaborate on the new. In preparing 
for the first issue of ETERNITY we wrote 
last August an editorial paragraph un- 
der the above heading, but the tone 
was quite different from the present. 
By October we had torn it up and writ- 
ten another. The same process was 
repeated in January, and now, a few 
days before our deadline, the present 
paragraphs are written. 

These months have been soul-search- 
ing times for us. I leave the editorial 
plural to say that I, the Editor, have 
learned much from God through these 
experiences. I have learned afresh how 
alive the old Adam can be in a man, 
and I am talking about my own. We 
may sometimes talk about being cru- 
cified with Christ, and then something 
happens that outrages us, and even 
though we may talk about righteous 
indignation it is necessary to see how 
much of the old Adam is indignant. I 
blush, at present, as I think of some of 
~ the: carnal .expedients. ‘that - whirled 
through my mind when, in effect, the 
magazine was torn from us. 

I knew the Bible would not permit 
suit in the courts for our rights, so I 
began to think of means to obtain the 
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circulation list, and even discussed with 
friends and advisers schemes for reach- 
ing our ends. Old Adam may have 
been crucified but he was writhing like 
a chicken with its head just cut off. I 
felt as Moses might have felt if Aaron 
and Hur at the end of the day of hold- 
ing up his arms had decided that they 
could disjoint his arms and take them 
away because of their part in the work. 
And then I found out that we are noth- 
ing, with or without arms. 

In the last chapter of Job, we read 
that the Lord turned his captivity 
when he prayed for his friends, and 
that the Lord gave him twice as much 
as he had before. I began to pray for 
those friends who had held up my arms 
through the years, and I here testify 
that there could not have been my pub- 
lished ministry without their help— 
self-sacrificing help—through the last 
ten years. And as I prayed, and as I 
tore up page after page of writing to 
get nearer and nearer the conformity 
to His death which He sets before us 
as the ideal (Phil. 3:10), I discovered 
that the Lord was more interested in 
the work than I was, and that He would 
fulfill His purposes if we would get 
low and let Him work. 

And then the miracle happened. 
Magazines that might have considered 
us as competitors began to tell their 
readers to write to us. Organization 
after organization began to offer us 
their mailing lists. And in some cases 
the ones who stood by us were men 
who might have looked upon us as 
competitors for radio audiences. Hu- 
manly it was unheard of. 

The subscriptions began to come in. 
Scores, then hundreds and then thou- 
sands. And we testify to the honor 
and glory of the Lord that where we 
stepped out of Revelation without a 
mailing list last summer we bring forth 
this first issue, the Easter number of 
ETERNITY, with a larger paid circula- 
tion than we had in the magazine we 
left. And it is more than possible that 
there will be a literal giving us of twice 
as much as we had before (Job 42:10). 

Please God we will keep humble 


faith with our readers. Pray for us. 


* * * 


ETERNITY 


_ Why did we choose the name ETER- 
nity? Nineteen years ago we said that 
we chose the name Revelation, not be- 
cause we were stressing the last book 
in the Bible, but because we believed 
that the whole Bible was definitely 
given by the revelation of God and was 


not the product of man’s will. Through 
the years we have followed this line, 
seeking to magnify God’s Word, even 
as He says that He has magnified His 
Word above His Name (Psa. 138:2). 


When it became necessary for us to 
find another name for our publication 
we pooled the thinking of many peo- 
ple. We wanted a one word title that 
would strike the eye and the mind of 
the casual reader and cause men to 
reach for the paper to see what it was 
all about. We wanted a title that would 
not make men think primarily of Bible 
prophecy, for we have never wanted to 
edit a magazine that was occupied with 
only one tiny phase of God’s great 
revelation. 

Many names were suggested and dis- 
carded. Finally, when it became nec- 
essary to print stationery and leaflets, 
a definite decision had to be made. 
We took the name ETERNITY, perhaps 
because we knew that so many people 
were occupied with Time which is stale 
in a week except to an historian or a 
man cast away on a desert island. We 
wanted men to realize in this day of 
accelerated tempo in life that there are 
eternal things. 

We remembered that God had said 
that the things which are seen are tem- 
poral, and the things that are not seen 
are eternal (2 Cor. 4:18). We want 
most earnestly and emphatically to 
look upon the things that are not seen, 
and to use the things that are seen only 
to illustrate the unseen, eternal things. 
God has said that this will work for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory (2 Cor. 4:17). 

And when the die had been cast and 
we had our first letter-heads with the 
name ETERNITY, and when we had 
hired the first girls who were to work 
on the staff, we knew that we had not 
made a mistake when one of the girls 
told us how she had been asked what 
her new job was. She had answered, 
“Why, I am working for ETERNITY,” 
and was suddenly startled at the effect 
of her words upon her own ears. We 
all of us began to think a little more of 
the object of our labor, and are, we 
trust, a little more detached from the 
temporal that we may turn our atten- 
ion to the things that will last forever. 

The Editor serves entirely without 
salary, and members of the staff are all 
taking less money than they could get 
in secular work; some, indeed, have 
taken real cuts to join us. But the joy 
of the Lord is in our staff prayer meet- 
ings, and we want you to help us by 
getting many more people interested in 
eternity through ETERNITY. 


God could have kept Daniel out of the lion’s den, but it was His glory to keep him in it. 13 








We know that thousands of our sub- 
scribers are devotedly supporting us in 
prayer. So many sent us money above 
and beyond the price of the subscrip- 
tion that we have been able to pay 
every penny of the heavy expense of 
launching the publication and sending 
out a hundred thousand announce- 
ments in the mails without touching a 
cent of the subscription money. 

We dedicate ourselves to give our 
readers the best possible reading mat- 
ter for the exaltation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the understanding of His 
Word. 


FIXED PURPOSE 


It is necessary for us to have a fixed 
purpose if we are to do that which is 
well pleasing to our Lord and Master. 
There are too many Christians who 
seem to live and move by whim in- 
stead of by the will-of the Lord. They 
are not steadfast to the tasks to which 
they aré appointed in life. 

Let us draw an illustration from the 
nature of the Scotch shepherd dog. If 


he is left to guard his master’s coat, 


for example, he will not leave it until 
the master returns. Nothing can draw 
him from the task to which he was 
appointed. A rabbit might run by, al- 
most under his nose, but he will not 
move. A deer will break from a copse 
and go across the glen, so close to the 
quiet dog that he could easily have 
been brought down as a prey, but the 
dog will not move. If the dog had the 
mind of some Christians, he might rea- 
son, “Oh, my master was unaware that 
a rabbit would pass or a very valuable 
deer. Surely he expects me to use my 
intelligence and leave the thing to 
which I have been appointed and run 
after the game.” 

For many Christians run away from 
the thing to which they have been ap- 
pointed. The lure of the great and the 
showy draws them away from the 
steady devotion to the humble task to 
which they were appointed. For ex- 
ample, the will of God for a student 
in high school or college is to do his 
work well, get marks consistent with 
the degree of intelligence with which 
he has been endowed. No side work, 
even Christian work, should take the 
Christian student away from his task. 
He should maintain his soul with God 
in devotional study, give all the rest 
of the time required to his studies, and 
the remaining fraction should be spent 
on the active work. 

No woman was ever called to neg- 
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lect her home even for child evangelism 
to other neglected children. If she does, 
she has left a coat to run after a rab- 
bit. No man with a wife and children 


.is called to enter the ministry if it 


means the neglect of the family which 
must be his first consideration. The 
dog has taken his eyes away from the 
coat that was given him to watch. 

We are not permitted to look for 
things which we think will be so out- 
standing that the Lord must commend 
us for doing them. “It is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faith- 
ful” (1 Cor. 4:2). God’s place for a 
country pastor may be a country par- 
ish. The dog knows the coat of his 
master by scent. The student, the 
mother, the father, the pastor will know 
the things of the Lord by an intimate 
living with Him in the Word. This is 
more well pleasing to the Lord than 
great exploits. 


* aa * 


PRESENT TRUTH 


Peter wrote that the brethren were 
to be put always in remembrance of 
certain things, even though they knew 
them, so that they might be established 
in the present truth (2 Pet. 1:12). It 
is a great phrase and one that needs to 
be understood if there is to be true 
growth in the life of Christ from day 
to day. 

We thought of this when we read an 
essay written a generation ago by an 
Edinburgh professor of theology on 
“The Practice of the Spiritual Life.” 
After speaking about the necessity of 
reading the Word of God the professor 
asks, “What shall we read in the Bi- 
ble?” He then answers his question: 
“First, Read what feeds your soul: 
which means that as you get older, new 
and before unappreciated portions of 
the Bible will disclose their value. Cer- 
tain parts probably will come to no 
harm if you leave them alone alto- 
gether. But let first things be first: 
— the Psalms and the Gospels cen- 

That paragraph may seem all right 
to the unthinking, but there are two 
spiritual errors in it, and they are er- 
rors that = for much that is 
wrong in the great, spiritually dyi 
churches. The first fa is the denial 
of Christ’s own words: “Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God” (Matt. 4:4). It is true that the 
parts will not come to harm if you 
leave them alone, but you will come to 
harm for you will have a vitamin defi- 
ciency by neglecting some of the 


God delights in those who delight in Him. 


truths which God has placed for you 
in various parts of the Scripture. 

The second error is to think that the 
Psalms and the Gospels take priority 
over the epistles. By all means the 
Christian must learn to live in the 
epistles. We do not believe that any 
Christian life will develop very rapidly 
which is confined to the Psalms and 
the Gospels. Even when we read the 
Gospels we must be thinking of them 
constantly in terms of the truths that 
are revealed in the epistles. Our Lord 
said, “I have yet many. things to say 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, He will guide you [in 
the epistles] into all truth” (John 16: 
12, 13). 

The proper method of Bible study is 
to enter into the Gospels through the 
epistles, to enter into the Old Testa- 
ment through the'New. And the pre- 
requisite to any of this study is that 
the truth which is revealed in the epis- 
tles, as to the nature of the new birth, 
shall have entered into you. 


” * * 


. INTEREST 


A man will generally do the things 
in which he is interested. One of the 
great tragedies of our day is the indif- 
ference of people to the Word of God. 


» The reason is that they are not inter- 


ested in eternal things because they are 
interested in themselves and in the 
things which satisfy their own wills. 
Time will always get more readers than 
ETerniTy. The movies will always have 
more attendants than the churches. 


The Editor was recently speaking 
with a printer in connection with plans 
for layout in connection with adver- 
tising for this magazine. We were con- 
sidering type, sizes, which are desig- 
nated in points. For example in this 
sentence the word *” is printed in five 
point type and the word twelve is 
printed in twelve point type. The rest 
of the page is in ten point. 

The printer said to me, “I'll read 
five point on navigation but I wouldn’t 
read twelve point on music.” The an- 
swer is that he is interested in naviga- 
tion and he is not interested in music. 

And the reason some of you neglect 
your Bible is because you are inter- 
ested in your body and not your soul, 
in self and not God, in time and not 
eternity. If the Lord is allowed the 
mastery of your life you will read five 
point type, even if you have to get a 
magnifying glass to do it, if you are 
persuaded that the reading will mag- 
nify Him. 
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“Behold, the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom.” Matthew 
27:51. (All the Scripture quotations in this 
article are from the Revised Version.) 


HE veil was the center of a 

| symbolic system. Its destruction 

was as symbolic as were its crea- 

tion and its long continued. exist- 

ence. The rending of the veil sym- 

bolized the end of symbbdlism. At the 

very heart and center of that wonder- 

ful Hebrew ritual hung the veil. In 

the hour of the death of Jesus it was 
rent in twain. —~ 

In order that we might meditate 
the significance of that fact, we shall, 
first, consider the veil itself; second- 
ly, the rending of the veil; and, 
finally, the result following the rend- 
ing of the veil. 

The veil as to its fabric was a 
thing of singular beauty “of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: with cherubim the 
work of the cunning workman.” To 
the Eastern the very colors were sug- 
gestive. Blue suggested to them the 
thought of Heaven. Scarlet suggested 
the rich splendor and glory of earth. 
Purple, mingling the blue and the 
scarlet, suggested interrelationship 
between the things of Heaven and 
the things of earth, and consequent- 
ly came to signify that priesthood of 





The late G. Campbell Morgan, Bible expositor 
and teacher, had been pastor of the West- 
minster (Congregational) Chapel, London, un- 
til his retirement. 
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mediation whereby these 
things are restored to unity. 
The fine twined linen was the 
symbol of a fine nature as op- 
posed to a coarse. The inwrought 
cherubim symbolized Divine wis- 
dom. These were the things that 
were wrought into the veil that hung 
betwen the holy and the holy of 
holies. 

Between that holy place where 
stood at the north the table of shew- 
bread, and at the south the golden 
candlestick; and the inner, dim, 
mysterious holy of holies which con- 
tained the ark and the mercy seat 
and the overshadowing cherubim, 
gazing forevermore toward the 
mercy seat—hung the veil. 

In the ancient Hebrew economy 
the significance of the veil was first 
that it indicated to worshipers the 
only perfections through which men yey Wy 
could have access to God or fellow- a My 


Hy) 
ship with Him. It spoke of the neces- Y, Yijii}// 
sity in human life for the perfection Oud HU I} . 
of earthly things and heavenly things ~ a MAM f 
in mystic admixture, and of these as ———— 
under the government of God. Hang- << 
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ing there between the outer court of 
service and the inner court of the 
most sacred worship and fellowship, 
it plainly declared: Man may only 
approach God as he realizes all the 
higher facts of his own nature. 





Therefore it was the veil of ex- 
clusion, indicating to man the fact 
that as a sinner he had no right of 
entry, no right of access, that he 
could not come near. Outside that 
veil there were offices he might fill, 
services he might render, worship he 
might offer; but he could not pass 
into immediate, intimate commun- 
ion with God, or offer worship at its 
highest and best, unless in his own 
human life he were perfect. Men 
were excluded by the veil which was 
typical of the perfections of humani- 
ty, because in its presence they were 
conscious of their own imperfections. 
Therein lay the need for the priest 
and for all the service outside the 
holy or holies. : 


Therefore, even before the priest 
once a year, in holy hush and solemn 
reverence, could approach God as 
representing the people, he must 
pause outside, not only of the holy, 
but of that outer court with its altar 
of burnt-offering and its laver; and 
beyond the place where the Levites 
camped, beyond the banners of the 
tribes “outside the camp,” there 
must be the offering of a sacrifice for 
sin, Bearing back with him the ashes 
of that sacrifice, he must pass by the 
altar of burnt-offering in the outer 
court, mingling the ashes of propitia- 
tion with the offerings of dedication. 
Again, a little further on, he must 
come to the laver of cleansing, with 
its symbolism of the need of washing 
even after the sacrifice for sin and 
the dedication of the life, in order 
that he might approach the holy 
place. All these things were neces- 
sary for the priest. 


Thus once a year this priest, as the 
representative of the sinner, was per- 
mitted to pass inside the veil for a 
brief period, and there to stand in 
the presence of the flaming splendor 
of the Shekinah light between the 
cherubim, which was Heaven’s sym- 
bolism of God’s presence and glory. 

Again, the veil suggested to men 
the holiness of the Indweller, and 
the truth that He could only receive 
into fellowship with Himself such as 
were perfect in the measure of their 
own nature. There it hung, through 
all the desert wanderings, through 
all the days until the temple was 
built, through all the history of suc- 
cessive temples, the symbol of exclu- 
sion, saying to man that, by reason 
of. his imperfection and his failure 
and his sin, he was shut out from fel- 
lowship with God. 
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And now, “Behold, the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain.” If you 
have followed me patiently as I have 
taken you back over those familiar 
things of the ancient economy, there 
has come to you, as there ever comes 
to my own heart, the sense of amaze- 
ment and a new constraint to wor- 
ship and to praise. 

Now let us consider the fact of the 
rending of that veil. It was a veil 
of the actual temple, and it was an 
actual rending in twain. Both Mat- 
thew and Mark use the words, “from 
the top to the bottom.” 


We must try to put ourselves back 
into Jerusalem, and into Judaism, 


_ into the spirit and temper of the He- 


brew. At that ninth hour of the day, 
the hour of afternoon prayer, in the 
midst of the solemnities, suddenly 
there was a noise of rending, and the 
veil which had excluded for long 
centuries, fell back, and the inner 
solemnities were revealed. 


When did this happen? Matthew 
has carefully told us in the verse pre- 
ceding thé one declaring the fact of 
the rending of the veil. “Jesus cried 
again with a loud voice, and yielded 
up His Spirit. And, behold! the veil 
of the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom; and the earth 
did quake, and the rocks were rent, 
and the tombs were opened, and 
many bodies of the saints that had 
fallen asleep were raised; and, com- 
ing forth out of the tombs after His 
resurrection, they entered into the 
holy city, and appeared unto many.” 
A great sequence of happenings, fol- 
lowing the actual death of Jesus, 
which death is described by Mat- 
thew, and, indeed, by all the evangel- 
ists, in terms which we never can 
make use of to describe any other 
death. 


It is Luke who tells us that He 
said, “Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend My Spirit,” and Matthew de- 
clares that He “yielded up His 
Spirit.” Both of these statements 
harmonize perfectly with the declara- 
tions which Jesus made according to 
the writings of John: “I lay down 
My life that I may take it again. No 
one taketh it away from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again. This commandment 
received I from My Father.” It was 
at that moment when, to use the lan- 
guage of our ordinary humanity, 
Jesus died; or, to use the language of 
the inspired narrative, when Jesus 


God does more than know—He cares. 


yielded up His Spirit, commended it 
to God, laid down His life, that the 
veil of the temple was rent in twain 
from the top to the bottom. 


_ The writer of the letter to the 
Hebrews declares that “Christ . . . 
through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without blemish unto God.” 
He “yielded up His Spirit.” He said, 
“Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My Spirit.” He laid down His life, 
for no man has ever seen the cross 
who has not recognized it as the cen- 


‘ter of power in the ministry of Jesus. 


We often speak of it as the place of 
weakness and the hour of defeat, 
which things are true in part, but 
they do not touch the profoundest 
depth. 

If you will study the story of the 
death of Jesus as you have it in the 
Gospel narratives quite carefully, 
you will discover that both of the 
hour and the arrangements Jesus was 
Master. One very simple illustration 
will suffice. Said the traitor to the 
high priest, “What are ye willing 
to give me, and I will deliver Him 
unto you?” They made their cove- 
nant. Christ was to be arrested; but 
not on the feast, said the high priests. 
It was arranged definitely. The coun- 
cil postponed the arrest and cruci- 
fixion of Jesus until after the Pass- 
over. Almost immediately after the 
arrangements had been made, Judas 
sat at the board at the last supper, 
and Jesus said to him, “What thou 
doest, do quickly.” And, in spite of 
the priests, it was at the Passover He 
was slain by His own set determina- 
tion and arrangement. 

Take the whole story and discover 
it. I fall back upon His own words: 
“I lay down My life that I may take 
it again. No one taketh it away from 
Me, but I lay it down of Myself.” In 
that moment, when from the cross 
the Spirit of Jesus was yielded to 
God “through the eternal Spirit,” 
when He “offered Himself without 
blemish unto God,”’.then the veil 
was rent. 


What was the connection between 
these two things? I call your atten- 
tion to one of the passages in He- 
brews in which the writer of the let- 
ter speaks of the veil, and says: ““The 
veil, that is to say, His flesh.” The 
veil is His flesh. The veil of olden 
times, symbolizing the fact that man 
can only approach God through per- 
fection, finds its ultimate fulfillment 
in that Man in whom all excellencies 

(Continued on page 41) 
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YESTERDAY'S BOOKS 


with a message for today 


Few readers today have access to the 
great and good books by which the 
faith of our ancestors was built up 
and strengthened. It is my purpose in 
these articles to introduce readers of 
ETERNITY to some of them and to en- 
able them to use some of the great 
spiritual wealth that is hidden away in 
them in their own work and witness 
for God in these modern days. 

We begin with a work in three vol- 
umes edited by Thomas Williams in 
1827, “The Cottage Bible and Family 
Expositor.” The editor had written 
various other books, some in defense 
of the faith, among them being “The 
Age of Infidelity, in answer to Paine.” 
The volumes before us contain the text 
of the King James Version, an exposi- 
tion of each chapter or section, some- 
times including extracts from former 
commentators, and explanatory notes 
on difficult passages. The editor de- 
signed the book to be read by the fam- 
ily in the home, but hoped it might 
prove useful in schools as well. 

Volume I includes Genesis to Job. 
Here is part of the exposition of Gene- 
sis 3: 14-19. After touching upon the 
literal serpent, which now moves upon 
the earth and licks the dust, the writer 
continues: “But how does this agree to 
the tempter himself? Doubtless fig- 
uratively: and it seems to imply 
deep degradation. Satan, who had 
been numbered among principalities 
and powers above, having degraded 
himself in assuming the form of an 
animal, with the hope, perhaps, of 
thwarting the purposes of his Maker, is 
not only cast down from Heaven, but 
‘bound in chains of darkness’ . . . The 
first sentence of the serpent contains 
the first gracious promise to mankind 
... ‘it (or He! as it might be ren- 
dered), the woman’s seed,’ doubltess 
referring chiefly to the promised Mes- 
siah, ‘shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.’ That is, thou 
shalt wound Him in the conflict, but 
He shall conquer, and tread both thy 
cunning and thy power beneath His 
feet.” 





Mr. Atkinson was educated at Cambridge 
University, receiving his Ph.D. after spending 
four years in linguistic research including 
travel in the Balkans. He is now Under-Libra- 
rian at University Library, Cambridge, in 
charge of Western MSS. 
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Upon Isaiah 53 Williams remarks: 
“After reading this chapter, it seems 
difficult to conceive how, in prophetic 
lenguage, our Redeemer’s sufferings 
could have been more accurately de- 
scribed, or His atoning sacrifice more 
distinctly stated.” His exposition of the 
chapter ends with the following story: 
“It is well known that the celebrated 
Earl of Rochester was one of the great- 
est wits and infidels of the 17th cen- 
tury. In his last illness, however, Mr. 
Parsons (the Chaplain of Lady R.) di- 
rected his attention to this chapter, and 
he thus speaks of the manner in which 
his mind was affected by it. ‘He said to 
me (relates Mr. Parsons) that as he 
heard it read, he felt an inward force 
upon him, that did so enlighten his 
mind and convince him, that he could 
resist it no longer: for the words had 
an authority which did shoot like rays 
or beams in his mind, so that he was 
not only convinced by the reasonings 
he had about it, which satisfied his un- 
derstanding; but by a power which did 
so effectually constrain him, that he 
did ever after as firmly believe in his 
Saviour as if he had seen Him in the 
clouds.’ ” 

Five heads summarize the editor’s 
exposition of John 3:9-21: “1. Our sal- 


God’s voice never contradicts His Word. 


vation originates in the pure love of 
God. 2. The only meritorious cause of 
our salvation is the voluntary atone- 
ment of God’s only begotten Son. 3. 
Faith in the gospel is the only and all- 
sufficient instrument of our salvation. 
4, Everlasting life, or endless happiness 
in a future world, is the great end 
which God had in view in the gift of 
His Son, and which Christ had in view 
in dying for us on the cross. 5. Nothing 
can prevent this most desirable issue, 
but our own obstinate unbelief.” 


We turn to a very full exposition of 
the Book of Revelation under the title 
(which we transliterate from Greek) 
“Kaina kai Palaia. Things New and 
Old,” by Mr. James Robinson, Minis- 
ter of the Gospel at Leuchars, Scotland. 
It was published at Edinburgh in 1730 
and dedicated to King George II. These 
502 pages, preceded by a preface and 
followed by an index and table of 
Scripture passages, are full of good 
things. 

Some quotations will help us to en- 
ter into the author’s mind-and outlook. 
Here is part of his note on Revelation 
5:6: “The emblem itself, a lamb; this 
might be a little surprising, to hear of 
a lion, a strong and fierce creature, and 
then to see a lamb, yet Christ is both; 
a lion for terror and strength against 
His. enemies, and a lamb towards His 
own by meekness, innocence, profit 
and increase; but the main drift of 
this expression is, to point out Christ 
in ‘the exercise of His priestly office; 
for He was both priest and sacrifice, 
and therefore He is called the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the 
world (John 1:29) ... The Lamb was 
living when John saw Him, yet He 
bore the marks of slaughter, and had 
the scars of bloody and mortal 
wounds.” 


’ On chapter 7:14 the author says: 
“Our sins are not only rubbed out but 
our natures are purified and cleansed, 
both which are owing to the blood of 
Christ.” He sums up Verses 15-17 of 
the same chapter under five heads: 
1. There is a promise of the Father’s 
cohabitation with them . . . 2. There is 
a promise of satisfaction . .. 3. A 
promise of freedom from all trouble. 
. .. 4. A promise of daily provision. 
. . - 5, Perpetual consolation. 


17 





SPREE Pye st 


er 


i 











APRIL 1 


IN THE BEGINNING GOD... (1:1) 


If our year does not start with the 
Lord there can be no blessing. If it 
does start with Him there can be noth- 
ing but blessing. His ways, like those 
of His wisdom, are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all His paths are peace. 
There are many beginnings described 
in the Word. Here there is reference 
to the beginning of the material uni- 
verse. The Gospel of John goes back 
much farther into the cternity when 
there was not yet a material creation. 
A music teacher may tell a child to go 
back to the beginning, and it may be 
the beginning of a phrase, a measure, 
a bar, a page, a movement, a sonata. 
God is the God of new beginnings. 
No matter what is in the past you can 
begin afresh with Him today. 

LORD, MAY WE BEGIN WITH THEE. 


APRIL 2 


GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND 
THE EARTH (1:1) 


There is no peace for the mind apart 
from the knowledge that back of all 
that is around us, back of the stars 
and suns, the earth and all that is in 
it, back of our own bodies, fearfully 
and wonderfully made, there is the 
mind and will of our God. When we 
know that He created it all we can 
know that He has an eternal purpose. 
Even though the universe is marked 
by the eroding signs of judgment upon 
sin we can be sure that our God who 
began His work shall also finish it. 
“Shall I begin, and shall I not also 
make an end?” (1 Sam. 3:12, R.V.). 
And He who formed the stars formed 
you, and shall He not take care of you? 
LORD, CARE FOR US. 


APRIL 3 


THE EARTH WAS A WRECK AND 
A RUIN (1:2) 
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There is, of course, nothing that is 
“without form.” The very fact of ma- 
terial existence predicates a shape to 
the matter. It may be as fluid as the 
shape of a cloud, but there is 
The earth that became a wreck and a 
ruin was not so made in the begin- 
ning. Isaiah uses the same Hebrew 
word to tell us that the Lord did not 
create the earth a wreck (in vain is 
the A.V. translation, Isa. 45:18). The 
earth has always been a mirror of its 
inhabitants. When Lucifer was an un- 


sinning cherub the earth was perfect. 
When he fell it became a wreck and a 
ruin. When Adam was created, inno- 
cent, the world was a garden of Eden. 
When he fell, God cursed the ground 
for man’s sake and it became the mir- 
ror of fallen Adam. Think of the state 
of your heart the next time you see a 
worm-eaten leaf, a shooting star, an 
eroded field. And then look to the 
cross and thank the Lord for redemp- 
tion. 

LORD, WE PRAISE THEE FOR CHRIST. 


APRIL 4 


DARKNESS WAS ON THE FACE 
OF THE DEEP (1:2) 


A shroud is the garment of death. 
A corpse is wrapped to keep the hor- 
ror of death from being too apparent. 
So God shrouded the world with the 
mantle of darkness. It did not hide 
the earth from Him, for the darkness 
and the light are both alike to Him 
(Psa. 139:12). Darkness is nothing but 
a phenomenon which demonstrates 
the insufficiency of the human eye. We 
know that light travels on wave 
lengths, and we can see nothing be- 
yond red in one direction and violet 
in the other. The creatures of God’s 
universe who had followed Lucifer in 
his plunge to Satanhood were deprived 
of their heavenly vision, and the earth 
which had been the palace of their 
prince now was hidden from their eyes, 
as a testimony against sin. Think of 
this when next night falls, and thank 
God that He has lightened our dark- 
ness in Christ. 

LORD, PENETRATE OUR DARKNESS. 


APRIL 5 


THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED UPON 
THE FACE OF THE DEEP (1:3) 


If God does not move, there can be 
nothing but death. The Hebrew word 
for “move” comes from a primitive 
root that means to “brood.” It is beau- 
tifully translated elsewhere. As the 
eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth 
over her young, so does the Lord move 
on behalf of his people. The word 
that is translated “ d” in Genesi 
is “flutter” in Deuteronomy (32: 11). 
You cannot get away from the love of 
God. Your heart may be an abyss of 
sin, but the Lord flutters over it, 
brooding with desire to have light 
penetrate your heart. Do you have a 
black problem before you? The Holy 








DAILY 
MEDITATIONS 


DoNALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Spirit is moving upon the face of your 
deep, and will bring light if you truly 
desire it. 
LORD, BROOD OVER US. 

APRIL 6 


AND GOD SAID .. . (1:3) 


Modern physics has discovered that 
mass equals energy. Matter is power 
moving very fast. John tells us that 
“In the beginning was the Word .. .” 
When we read, “And God said .. .” 
we have the going forth of the Word— 
Christ. Count the number of times in 
this first chapter of the Bible in which 
we read that God said . . . That is the 
Word in action. That is why we read, 
“All things were made by Christ, and 
without Him was not anything made 
that was made” (John 1:3). “By the 
Word of the Lord were the Heavens 
made; and all the host of them by the 
breath of His mouth . . . He 
and it was done; He commanded, and 
it stood fast” (Psa. 33:6, 9). If you let 
Him speak to your heart you will find 
that His word of power will bring or- 
der to all things. 

LORD, SPEAK. 


APRIL 7 


LET THERE BE LIGHT; AND 
THERE WAS LIGHT (1:3) 


God had been ‘able to see all the 
time. Now He let the universe see it 
as He saw it, in all the horrible de- 
formity caused by sin. The impotence 
of any other will than His was made 
manifest. All that the light shone upon 
the first day was chaos. Thus it is with 
our hearts. God takes particular pains 
to tell us that there is a spiritual ap- 
plication to ourselves. “For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts” 
(2 Cor. 4:6). There can never be any 
true growth or perception of spiritual 
truth until there has been the day of 
appraisal when the shroud has been 
removed from our heart and we have 
seen ourselves in all the corruption of 
spiritual death. Go through that full 
day with the Lord’s beating light upon 
the nature of your being, and then life 
will come with the next day. 

LORD, LET THERE BE LIGHT. 


APRIL 8 


AND GOD SAW THE LIGHT, 
THAT IT WAS GOOD (1:4) 


Our God is light, and in Him dwell- 
eth no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). 
And since darkness is merely a matter 
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of the insufficiency of our own eyes, 
we have a moment by moment test of 
our desires. The condemnation of the 
unsaved is that they love darkness 
rather than light because their deeds 
are evil (John 3:19). In the early days 
of the race men went to sleep at night- 
fall and arose with the dawn. The 
mark of modern civilization is its ar- 
tificial light. There can be no ques- 
tion that most crimes are committed 
in the darkness and sinful lusts take 
their hold when the lights are put out. 
“He that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that His deeds may be manifest, 
that they are wrought in God” (John 
3:21). The reality of our salvation is 
demonstrated by our love of His light. 
We are called children of the light, 
and children of the day. We are not 
of the night or of darkness (1 Thess. 
5:5). Let us, then, walk in the light. 
God has called it good. 
LORD, HOLD OUR HAND. 


APRIL 9 


LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, 
AFTER OUR LIKENESS (1:26) 

It was not a physical image, for God 
is Spirit (John 4:24), and a Spirit hath 
not flesh and bones (Lk. 24:39). The 
physical descriptions of God are figures 
to teach our childish hearts some of 
the realities of His great love. The 
image is the trinity of our nature. A 
tree has a body, but no soul or spirit; 
an animal has a body and a soul (the 
Hebrew definitely uses the word for 
animals) , and thus the foxes have their 
holes and the birds their nests; but 
man has the spirit in addition to the 
soul and body. This is a moral like- 
ness—“righteousness and true holiness” 
(Eph. 4:24), and an intellectual like- 
ness—“renewed in knowledge after the 
image” (Col. 3:10). It was lost in the 
fall and is regained in the new birth 
(1 Cor. 15:49). And finally “we shall 
be like Him” (1 John 3:2). There is 
cause for joy and praise. 


LORD, RENEW US. 


APRIL 10 


LET THEM HAVE DOMINION (1:26) 

The word “dominion” means lord- 
ship, and comes from the same word 
we .use for Lord when we write our 
year as Anno Domini. When man de- 
parts from God the order is reversed 
and things have dominion over the 

man. In India the cattle have the do- 
{ minion because they are worshiped. 
Thus the land is in the climax of 
degradation. Whenever you let any 
thing dominate you, the whole order 
of creation has been reversed. The 
Lord made man for the mastery of his 
environment. Sin reversed it, Dut re- 
demption restores it. In the Lord there 
is lordship. Enter into Him and you 
will triumph over your environment, 
no matter what it is. Never say you 
are doing well “under the circum- 
stances.” You have no right as a 
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Christian to be under them. Living 
over the circumstances is the preroga- 
tive of the believer. . 
LORD, BE OUR LORD. 


APRIL 11 


BE FRUITFUL (1:28) 


There is nothing more pitiful than 
an orchard that has had leaves and 
blossoms but which produces no fruit. 
The command in Genesis was for man- 
kind to be fruitful in the production 
of children, but the spiritual meaning 
is carried over into the Word where 
the believer is set forth as being fruit- 
ful in every good work (Col. 1:10). 
This fruitfulness is coupled with walk- 
ing worthy of the Lord unto all pleas- 
ing, and even the fruitfulness has fur- 
ther fruitfulness, since the fruitful 
believer increases in the knowledge of 
God. The secret of fruitfulness is 
abiding in Christ, and there are four 
degrees set forth in Christ’s sermon on 
the vine and the fruit. We are to have 
fruit (John 15:2), more fruit (v. 2), 
much fruit (v. 5, 8), and fruit that 
remains (v. 16). 

LORD, LET THE SAP FLOW. 


APRIL 12 


AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS 
VERY GOOD (1:31) 


He doeth all things well (Mk. 7:37) . 
God couldn’t create anything that was 
bad. The badness comes from the 
heart of Satan and from the heart of 
man. The law of sin and death that 
works in the world was created by God 
because of the sin, but the judgment is 
just as good as anything else that God 
ever made. It is good that material 
things should disintegrate, that fields 
should wash downstream, that worms 
should eat roses and that our sins 
should produce sorrow. These are the 
tender thoughts of God toward us to 
teach us His ways. “Let sorrow do its 
work; Come grief or pain; Sweet are 
Thy messengers, Sweet their refrain; 
When they shall sing to me; More 
love;O Christ to Thee.” It is true to- 
day as it ever was that everything that 
God does is good and everything that 
any other will performs is marked by 
the death that is opposition to the 
true and ect will. 

LORD, BE OUR ENTIRE GOOD. 


APRIL 13 


HE RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY (2:2) 


But not for long. As soon as man 
sinned God went to work again. The 
Lord Jesus said, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work (John 5:17). 
Since sin entered there has been no 
real rest for God or man. In another 
sense, of course, there is perfect rest in 
the Lord, and salvation comes to those 
who cease from their works as God did 
from His (Heb. 4:10). The poor strug- 
gling soul who is ever seeking to do, 
do, do something for salvation has no 
peace at all. But those who labor to 


enter into His rest find the peace that 
passeth all understanding (Phil. 4:7). 
LORD, GIVE REST. 


APRIL 14 


AND THE LORD GOD FORMED MAN OF 
THE DUST OF THE GROUND (2:7) 


Even though we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made (Psa. 139:14), the 
glory is all the Lord’s and we have 
nothing whereof to boast. So low is 
dust that God gave it to the serpent 
for the food of his curse. Job uses 
the word twenty times to describe the 
littleness of man in his misery. It is to 
dust that the bodies return in death. 
But we can look up to the Lord in 
confidence because He knoweth our 
frame and remembereth that we are 
dust (Psa. 103:14). This is a promise 
to believers, for there is no word that 
the Lord remembers that the unsaved 
are dust. Dust that. exalts itself is 
hateful, but dust that acknowledges its 
dustiness can find favor in the sight 
of the Lord. 

LORD, MAY WE KNOW OURSELVES. 


APRIL i5 


GOD BREATHED INTO HIS NOSTRILS 
THE BREATH OF LIFE (2:7) 


The dust was but dust until God 
touched it and put life in it by His 
Spirit. Breathe as deeply as you can. 
Hold it. You can’t hold it much 
longer. There it goes. Try it again. 
Can you take a second nose-full before 
you breathe out the first? No. God 
uses that puny lack to call us away 
from ourselves. In the last verse of the 
second chapter of Isaiah the Hebrew 
might well be translated, “Cease ye 
from man who can only hold one nose- 
full of breath at a time. What is he 
anyhow?” It is a breath that is cor- 
rupt (Job 17:1). But the breath of 
God gives frost (Job 37:10) and kin- 
dles Hell (Isa. 30:38). The breath of 
God made Heavens (Psa. 33:6) and dis- 
covered the foundations of the world 
(Psa. 18:15). We must not trust in man 
with his one breath capacity, but in 
the Lord. 

LORD, BREATHE ON US. 


APRIL 16 


AND MAN BECAME A 
LIVING SOUL (2:7) 


The : significance of man’s original 
constitution is seen only when he is 
contrasted with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The great resurrection chapter quotes 
our text and enlarges on it: “The first 
man Adam was made a living soul; the 
last Adam (Christ) was made a life- 
giving spirit” (1 Cor. 15:45, margin), 
Man lives by inhaling; Christ gives 
life by exhaling. We are creatures; 
He is the Creator. In this life the cen- 
ter of our being is our soul, but~in 
our eternal life, which we possess from 
the moment of the new birth, the cen- 
ter of life should be in our renewed 


(Continued on page 36) 
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TRAUMA OR TRIUMPH? 
Wheat hope ts there for CBina? 


By Ivan Allbutt 


THE NEWS from China is so disturb- 
ing that our first reaction to it may be 
the numbness of shock. Sometimes a 
soldier, in spite of all his training, on 
finding himself in the thick of combat, 
may for a moment stand as if rooted 
to the spot. In the same way the serv- 
ant of Christ is tempted to stand aside 
and do nothing except write off mis- 
sionary work in China as a hopeless 
task. 

If the battle is to be won, however, 
the soldier must rally his strength and 
go forward. In the same way, the serv- 
ant of God must come out of his 
trauma and carry out his Captain’s or- 
ders. Those orders are clear enough 
and were issued with a perfect knowl- 
edge of the final outcome of the battle: 
“Go ye .. . teach all nations . . . preach 


Salt carriers in Kweichow carry up to two hundred pounds, as far as twenty or thirty miles a day. 
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the gospel to every creature . . . lo, I 
am with you . . . more than conquerors 

. . every knee shall bow.” 

We need to look beyond the news- 
paper headlines to those sure promises 
of God. We should polarize the glare 
of world politics by filtering our vision 
through the Word. We must keep our 
feet on earth but our eyes fixed on Him 
who is in the Heavens. “Quit you like 
men: be strong.” Then through the 
dust of battle we shall see the shape of 
things that will give us courage. Let 
us look on the field with the eye of 
faith. 


CHINA IS STILL THERE 


The snow falls on China’s western 
mountains, the rain descends on the 
lowland rice fields, the rivers flow east- 





ward, and the China Sea laps at her 
shores. The provincial boundaries are 
unchanged, and natural life goes on. 
The people are still there—some 462 
millions of them—planting rice, reap- 
ing harvests, and thronging the mar- 
ketplaces. Their souls still crave se- 
curity, their hearts still yearn for 
satisfaction and peace, and their spir- 
itual need is unchanged. Only in Christ 
will they ever find an answer to their 
heart hunger. Only the Gospel can 
solve the problem of China’s people. 
Our commission is to give them the 


‘Gospel in the power of that same 


Christ. 


THE MISSIONARIES ARE STILL 
THERE 


You may have met one or two who 
have come home, but there has not 
been a general evacuation of all mis- 
‘sionaries. The China Inland Mission 
reports more workers on the field this 
spring than in prewar years — over 
seven hundred missionaries. For the 
most part they are carrying on their 
work with comparatively little restric- 
tion, and where one form of work is 
curtailed they carry on with another. 

Typical of the attitude of mission- 
aries staying on in China is this state- 
ment from one of them: “There are 
many concrete evidences that God has 
not forsaken China in the least, and 
we are glad to be here, workers to- 
gether with Him.” And another: “How 
wonderful to be in this land at this 
time!” 

This attitude is not one of bravado. 
Fully awake to the dangers that sur- 
round them, these missionaries are 
constrained by the love of Christ to 
stay on and, if needs be, suffer for His 
name’s sake. As one missionary leader 
put it: “Our staying on at such a time 
as this would be sheer madness unless 
it be at God’s command.” 

Even if all China were evangelized— 
in the sense of every one having had a 
clear hearing of the Gospel — there 
would still be a tremendous task ahead 
of the foreign missionary. The job of 
missions is not done until the church is 
firmly established in the land, and to 
this end Chinese leaders must be 
taught. Concurrent with the preaching 
of the Word where Christ is not named, 
is the teaching of the Word in Bible 
classes at every level, from station 
classes for inquirers to seminary lec- 





Mr. Allbutt, formerly a missionary in China, 
is now Editorial Secretary of the China In- 
land Mission in North America. 
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Chinese leaders for China's churches is the ultimate answer to the evangelization of China. 
Training these leaders is an integral part of the missionary's job. (Photos by China Inland 
Mission.) 


tures for Chinese preachers. 

The Chinese churches are grateful 
for the stabilizing influence of mission- 
aries who have stayed at their posts 
and to whom they look for encourage- 
ment and help. 


THE CHINESE CHURCH IS 
STILL THERE 


Because missionary work in China 
has been conducted along New Testa- 
ment lines, in many places there are 
churches able to carry on without for- 
eign missionary support or control. 
Christianity was formerly regarded as 
a “foreign” religion, but this stigma 
has been largely removed as the Chi- 
nese themselves have looked to the 
Lord for gifts to His church: pastors, 
helps, and governments. 

From a coastal province a mission- 
ary writes: “In the Chinese church we 
find a growing desire of many to live 
pleasing unto God by the sanctifying 
power of the Holy Spirit. It isn’t a 
popular thing now to be a Christian. 
Nowadays a person will either whole- 
heartedly follow Christ or make no 
profession at all.” 

A seasoned missionary in the Tibe- 
tan highlands expresses the conviction 
of many: “Even if missionaries should 
be forced out of China, the Church is 
here, and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it.” 
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The churches in central China have 
banded together to keep their testimony 
alive. Two by two, men go out to hold 
services in outlying districts where this 
is possible, and in places where no 
public services are allowed they visit 








the Christians and strengthen their 
hands in the Lord. 

Some churches have been closed by 
the new authorities, and occasionally 
reopened when a change of officials 
takes place. There have been instances 
of persecution of Chinese Christians, 
and we hear of two who at this time 
are being held in prison with a prom- 
ise of release only when and if they 
deny their Lord, but generally there 
has been remarkable freedom to carry 
on a Christian testimony. In a Han- 
kow newspaper the new government 
promised the same protection to for- 
eign mission premises as had been 
given by the Central Government. 


THE LORD IS STILL THERE 


He is searching out His sheep. A 
Buddhist couple, having lost all but one 
of their children in a smallpox epi- 
demic, as a last resort took their re- 
maining sick child to the Jesus Hall 
and offered her to Him if she were 
made well. She recovered and the par- 
ents forgot their vow, but the Lord had 
accepted their offering and by His 
Spirit sought out the girl. At long last 
she accepted Him as Saviour, even 
though doing so meant being disowned 
by her parents. 

The Lord is protecting His own in 
China. Forty-nine new missionaries 
studying the language on the hills out- 
side of Chungking were marvelously 
preserved when they weré caught in 

(Continued on page 32) 


The problem is not to get people to accept tracts but how to get enough tracts to give those 
who ask for them. 
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TOMORROW 


Current Events in the 


Light of the Bible 


THE H-BOMB 


When I first started my editorial work almost twenty 
years ago, I had occasional qualms as to whether I 
would run out of subjects for editorial treatment. This 
was especially true in the matter of this particular col- 
umn—current events in the light of the Bible. But as 
the years passed we discovered that it was frequently a 
matter of the elimination of the secondary for concen- 
tration on the more important. 

During the past six months, while I have been with- 
out a vehicle for my studies on current events, I have 
looked forward to this issue, and wondered from time to 
time what subject should be treated in the first issue of 
ETERNITY. For two or three months I thought that I 
would publish my annual survey of the world which 
has usually appeared in the January issue. In that issue 
I would pick out what I believed to be the most impor- 
tant news event of the year and name the man whom I 
believed to be the most important man of the year, 
guessing, ahead of time, what man Time would use for 
its cover. , 

The most important events of recent years I cata- 
logued as follows. In 1945 it was the development of 
the first A-bomb. In 1946 it was the creation of the 
nation, Israel. In 1947 it was the publication of the re- 
port of the U.N.’s ulation commission, saying that 
the world had increased by 250,000,000 population dur- 
ing the previous ten years in spite of the war. In 1948 
it was the collapse of China. For 1949 I would have 
named the fact that Russia now possessed the A-bomb. 

For man-of-the-year I had picked a scientist in the 
year of the first A-bomb, though Time published an 

atomic cloud with a 
postage - stamp sized 


The sun's energy is generated by the same 
process of atomic fusion that will supply the 
power of the hydrogen superbomb. This proc- 
ess produces the intense solar radiation, and, 
indirectly, the violent surface disturbances 
shown in the photograph above, which were 
made visible by blotting out the body of the 
sun with a metal disk. Photo by Mt. Wilson 
Observatory.) 


Below, the hypothetical destruction of Chi- 
cago by A-bomb and H-bomb is shown on air 
view. A-bomb would wipe out an area of one 
half a square mile (small circle). H-bomb 
would obliterate an area of 50 square miles 
(large circle). Both bombs would cause death 
and serious damage far beyond area of pri- 
mary devastation. (Photo by Chicago Aerial 
Survey Co.) 
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picture of Truman. 


I still think they 
were wrong. The 
next three years I 
selected the same 
names as that which 
they later published, 
Byrnes, for his work 
as Secretary of State; 
Marshall for the 
plan that bears his 
name; and Truman 
for getting reelected. 
I would have chosen 
Stalin for 1949, since 


he is Russia and Russia had developed the bomb and 
had consolidated the gains in China. 

Time instead chose Churchill as the man-of-the-half- 
century. When I had written the long instalments of 
comments on Churchill’s memoirs I had said that I be- 
lieved that he was the greatest man who had lived in 
a century, and I still hold to that belief, though I might 
say that he is probably the greatest man who has lived 
in a much longer period than that. But subsequently 
I questioned whether he should have been chosen as 
man-of-the-half-century, because greatness is not a qual- 
ity sufficient to make the man the most important to 
his epoch. Napoleon would probably be selected by 
most historians before Wesley as the man of the eight- 
eenth century. In like manner Lenin is probably the 
man who has most influenced our half-century. Church- 
ill, by the force of his being, saved civilization and 
manned the life-boats, not only at Dunkirk but for the 
greater flood that was upon us. Like Wesley, he will 
probably have considerable reward in the period that 
lies beyond history. 

There are many events that clamor for full treatment 
in a column like this, and I shall probably get to them 
in due course. China, Israel and the British social ex- 
periment were themes that came before my mind for 
immediate treatment, and which are retained for later 
treatment, unless still greater events arise suddenly to 
crowd them out. 

But there is an event that has arisen before us that 
is so stupendous that its light, like its counterpart in 
the sun, obscures all oher subjects at present. It is the 
subject of the H-bomb. 

While a curtain of secrecy surrounds the details of 
this bomb, there has been enough data published in 
scientific journals both here and abroad as early as 
1935, to show the nature of the bomb. It has long been 
known that the immense energy of the sun is derived 
from the fusion of light hydrogen atoms into heavier 
helium atoms. The process is the exact reverse of that 
which is used in the atomic explosions which are 
caused by fission, or splitting, of atoms of the very 
heavy, radio-active elements. But whether it be fusion 
or fission the result is the same: a small particle of mat- 
ter is transformed into an enormous amount of energy. 

In passing it should be pointed out that the Bible 
has long taught that all matter is the product of the 
energy of God. He has spoken and His Word is trans- 
formed into matter, and this the Bible describes as 
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creation. “Through faith we under- 
stand,” says the writer of the epistle 
to the Hebrews, “that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God, so 
that things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear 
(Heb. 11:3). No scientist in the 
world could quarrel with the truth 
of that statement. The entire uni- 
verse of matter is made up of in- 
finitely small particles which are not 
in themselves matter, but which are 
energy in motion at speeds that are 
almost the speed of light. The physi- 
cist has already invented processes 
which make it possible for the heav- 
ier forms of matter to be split so that 
the energy is released downward in 
mighty explosions as the form of 
matter readjusts itself to lighter 
forms. A much more difficult proc- 
ess is that which is known and which 
is now feasible, namely, the release 
upward of the energy in the lightest 
forms of matter so that they are 
transformed to heavier ones, releas- 
ing much more energy than in the 
former process. 

The process of uniting four atoms 
of hydrogen, the lightest element in 
nature, into one helium atom, is the 

rocess that has long been univer- 
sally accepted as that which goes on 
day by day in our sun, and which 
makes it possible for the sur to 
radiate the enormous forces of light 
and heat which it generates without 
being burned out. In one sense it 
might not be amiss to say that the 
sun is an enormous hydrogen bomb, 
without whose energy life on earth 
would be impossible. 

Whether it be fission or fusion, the 
conversion of one gram of matter 
into energy generates 25,000,000 
kilowatt-hours of energy, the equiva- 
lent of 20,000 tons of TNT. In the 
present process of nuclear fission 
which furnishes the atomic bomb 
by splitting atoms of uranium or 
plutonium, only one-tenth of one 
per cent, or one gram in a kilogram, 
is thus turned into energy. In the 
fusion process where hydrogen atoms 
are turned into helium, it is esti- 
mated that at least eight times as 
much energy is released. William L. 
Laurence, famed writer on scientific 
subjects, said in the New York 
Times that a hydrogen bomb of ten 
kilograms (roughly 22 pounds) 
would have eighty~times the power 
of thé Hiroshima bomb, while the 
fusion of a 100-kilogram bomb 
would yield the power of 800 Hiro- 
shima-type bombs. He says, “Such 
a bomb, it is estimated, would dev- 
astate an area of 300 to 400 square 
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miles, as compared with an area of 
about ten square miles for the im- 
proved Eniwetok type models.” 

If the process of the H-bomb was 
known as early as 1928 why did not 
scientists work on it before they 
worked on the uranium bomb? The 
answer is that the fusion of hydro- 
gen into helium takes a temperature 
as great as that existing on the sun 
to start the process and man never 

the power to create such 
temperatures until he discovered the 
atomic bomb. The fission of ura- 
nium, however, produces a_ heat 
greater than that which is found in 
the heart of the sun. Just as man has 
leng used the principle of a deto- 
nating cap to explode dynamite, so 
the scientists would now use an 
atomic bomb as a mere detonating 
cap to ignite the main hydrogen 
bomb. 

The work of Professor Hans A. 
Bethe, physicist at Cornell Univer- 
sity, laid the groundwork for the 
H-bomb. In 1939 he presented the 
hypothesis of hydrogen fusion as the 
explanation of the apparently inex- 
haustible energy of the sun. This 
fusion on the sun takes place at a 
temperature of approximately twen- 
ty million degrees Centigrade, and a 
pressure of one hundred and sixty 
billion atmospheres. Since it was 
thought impossible for man ever to 
attain the ability to create such tem- 
peratures or pressures on the earth 
it was decided that hydrogen fusion 
was forever beyond the reach of man. 

But what had not even been a 
dream became an immediate reality 
with the development of nuclear fis- 
sion. The temperature at the cen- 
ter point of the explosion of the 
















bomb that fell on Hiroshima was 
estimated at sixty million degrees 
Centigrade, three times the tempera- 
ture of the core of the sun, and 
10,000 times greater than the tem- 
perature of the surface of the sun. 
The pressure created at the moment 
of explosion is approximately the 
same as the pressure within the sun. 
Scientists were immediately aware 
that they now possessed a fuse that 
could set off the hydrogen-helium 
transformation. 

Immediately the problem arose, 
Should the United States proceed to 
build a hydrogen bomb? There will 
undoubtedly be a lot of argument 
and there will probably be some 
hysterical petitions signed by the 
pacifists and the brotherhood boys 
of the liberal ministry. But in the 
end the H-bomb will be made. We 
can be sure that the sane forces of 
our country will proceed to its man- 
ufacture and Mr. Truman may have 
made the decision to proceed even 
before this article reaches paper.* 

The military experts of our coun- 
try have given their verdict which 
seems unimpeachable, that this coun- 
try would be absolutely helpless be- 
fore an enemy which possessed the 
H-bomb, if we did not have the 
power to retaliate. Their further 
verdict that the possession of the 
H-bomb might be the best insurance 
against immediate war seemed logi- 
cal in view of the fact that our pos- 
session of the A-bomb between 1945 
and 1949 had been the main restrain- 
ing force on Russian ambitions. A 
Russia with the A-bomb in quantity 

(Continued on page 32) 


*Since this article was written Mr. Truman has 
taken this action. 


When the jumble around the starting line of a recent 

yacht race cleared, the helmsman of the leading yacht 
rather uneasily remarked, “I never expected to find myself 
in the lead." Several times he made the same remark and 
his crew told him it was nothing to complain about. As 
they rounded the first mark, well ahead, he said, "I think 
we'll have to let this boat pass us." "No we'll not," said 
the crew, “we're doing fine." "The trouble is," said the 
helmsman, “that | don't know where to go next. | was so 
sure there would be other boats in front that | didn't take 
the troutle to study the course.” 
There are too many Christians who will have a poor place 
in Heaven because they are living their Chris- 
tian lives like this. They were meant to be con- 
querors but the last shall be first and the firss 
last because they did not study to show them- 
selves approved unto God,workmen that need not 
be ashamed. 
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“Thou Shalt Be With Me” 


Always God seeks the sinner to bring 


By WituraAm ALLAN DEAN 


What a thrilling record is con- 
tained in the eleventh chapter of 
the epistle to the Hebrews, where 
we read the account of the great men 
and women of many centuries who 
pleased God by their faith. They 
were made strong, overcame enemies, 
wrought righteousness, and glorified 
God just because they stood upon 
His promises. 

Yet in all the Word of God there 
is no greater expression of faith than 
the words which came from the lips 
of the penitent thief who was cruci- 
fied with Jesus: “Lord, remember me 
when Thou comest into Thy king- 
dom.” That was an hour that had 
shaken the confidence of the most in- 
timate followers of Jesus. His glori- 
ous purpose seemed to have col- 
lapsed in utter failure; His people 
had hidden their faces from Him; 
His enemies had ridiculed His claims 
and had rejoiced in His agonies; His 
disciples had deserted Him and fled 
in fear. In such an hour, it was left 
for a dying thief, His companion in 
suffering, to address Jesus as “Lord,” 
and to speak with assurance of the 
kingdom over which He was to rule. 

Such faith, which shone bright 
amid the night of doubt that had ob- 
scured the hope of all the other fol- 
lowers of Jesus, was rewarded by one 
of the sweetest promises ever uttered 
by our Lord: “Verily, I say unto 
thee, Today shalt thou be with Me 
in Paradise.” If Jesus were only a 
man, how senseless would be such 
words. How little comfort for one 
felon, writhing in the pangs of cruci- 
fixion, to know that he would con- 
tinue in the company of another 
malefactor after death had ended his 
physical torture. But since’ Jesus is 
divine His words to the dying thief 
are a revelation of the most intimate 





Mr. Dean is pastor of the Aldan Union 
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him back to fellowship with Himself. 


desire of the heart of God: “Thou 
shalt be with Me.” 

From the very beginning of the 
Word of God we note that God's 
greatest desire is to bring man into 
the place of fellowship with Himself. 
After His divine fiat had called suns 
and planets into being, and had 
adorned the earth with unspeakable 
beauty, He expressed the incomplete- 
ness of His creative work when He 
said: “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness.” Thus He 
created man with a capacity to know 
God, endowing him with a nature 
that was capable of responding to 
the loving heart of the Almighty; 
and the greatest tragedy about sin is 
that it robs God of the enjoyment 
of that. fellowship for which He 
created man. 

Ever since sin estranged man from 
his Creator, the redemptive purposes 
of the Lord have had one great ulti- 
mate goal—to restore man to fellow- 
ship with God. This began when the 
Lord came down to seek the dis- 
obedient pair in the Garden of Eden, 
and called out: “Adam, where art 
thou?” And from this third chapter 
of Genesis to the third chapter of 
Revelation, where we hear the Lord 
Jesus knocking at the door of His 
Church as He calls: “If any man... 
open the door, I will come in to 
him,” it is not the sinner who seeks 
after God, but always God who seeks 
the sinner, so that He might bring 
him back to the One who longs for 
his fellowship. 

When the Lord delivered the na- 
tion of Israel from the bondage of 
Pharaoh, He revealed the desire of 
His heart when He declared His pur- 
pose in their redemption: “Ye have 
seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, 
and brought you unto Myself” (Ex. 
19:4). If this people thought He 
had come merely to break their 
bonds of slavery and improve their 


living conditions by leading them in- 
to a land of liberty and bounty, they 
had misunderstood God. His desire 
was to bring them unto Himself that 
they might walk and talk with Him. 
When God gave them directions 
for building the tabernacle at Mt. 
Sinai, He was very careful to make 
clear that this tent was to be his 
dwelling place: “Let them make Me 
a sanctuary, that I may dwell among 
them” (Ex. 25:8). During all the 
subsequent years that they spent in 
the wilderness, the camp of Israel 
centered around this dwelling place 
of God, who had chosen to take up 
His abode in the midst of His peo- 
ple. Their sinfulness proved that 
they did not want God; but, never- 
theless, He longed to be with them. 
In spite of all of man’s stubborn- 
ness and willful rejection of God’s 
love, when the New Testament opens 
we find Him to be the unchanging 
One who is still seeking to bring 
mankind back to the heart of God. 
So He sent a Saviour into the world 
and said: “A virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call His name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, 
God with us” (Mt. 1:23). What infi- 
nite condescension, that God should 
come down to earth to walk with 
man! Well may we cry with David 
in wonder and amazement: “When 
I consider Thy Heavens, the work 
of Thy fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which Thou hast ordained; 
what is man, that Thou art mindful 
of him? And the son of man, that 
Thou visitest him” (Psa. 8:3, 4) . 
Near the close of His ministry 
when the Lord Jesus was inviting 
men to follow Him in the pathway 
of rejection and death, He offered no 
other incentive than the promise “If 
any man serve Me let him follow 
Me, and where I am, there shall also 
My servant be” (John 12:26). In 
the mind of God this is the ultimate 
reward, more precious than silver 
or gold. 
When He was bidding farewell to . 
(Continued on page 35) 
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Sunday School 


LESSONS 


BY DR. ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


APRIL 2, 1950 


The Church Suffering and 
Triumphant 


LESSON TEXT: | PETER 4:12-13; 
REVELATION 7:9-17_ - 


Golden Text: “If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with Him” (2 
Tim, 2:12) 


The general title of the lessons 
throughout the first quarter, ending last 
Lord’s day, was “The Early Church 
Faces Its World,” a story running 
through the book of Acts, the first chap- 
ter of church history. What is unusual 
is that the series includes the first two 
lessons of the second quarter, so as to 
conclude with the Easter lesson of April 
9. Therefore, the series of lessons for the 
quarter beginning today, entitled “The 
Prophets Speak,” does not begin until 
April 16. 


The Early Church 


The first lesson of the past quarter had 
to do with the ascension vf Jesus. Be- 
fore that event Jesus had told His dis- 
ciples that He was going to leave them 
shortly, as far as His physical presence 
was concerned, but that, on the other 
hand, He was never going to leave them, 
even unto the end of the age. He also 
promised them that He would send the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Spirit of 
Truth, who was to be with them and in 
them, to teach them the fulness of Chris- 
tian truth and doctrine, to encourage, and 
thus to strengthen, them in times of test- 
ing and persecution, and in general to 
guide the activities of the growing Church 
which was commissioned to go unto 
uttermost part of the earth with the mes- 
sage of salvation and redemption, always 
conscious of the presence of her invisible 
Lord in the power of His Holy Spirit. 


The Church Militant 


But Jesus did not hesitate, while yet 
with His disciples, to tell them of the 
opposition which they had to expect. His 
call was not to a life of ease. Satan’s 
hatred of God and of all His works, more 





Dr. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor of English 
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particularly of His Son as Saviour and 

‘edeemer, would confront them at every 
step of their way, and contest every ef- 
fort to spread the “good news” of the 
Gospel, which offers not only salvation 
for the individual believer, but also the 
promise of the glorious day when Satan 
shall be dispossessed of his usurped office 
as “prince of this world” and when 
righteousness and peace shall prevail 
throughout the earth even as waters 
cover the sea. This is to be accomplished 
by the manifestation of Jesus in power 
and great glory, in contrast with His first 
advent in humiliation to meet Satan on 
his grounds, to suffer and to die, to rise 
from the grave in mighty triumph, and to 
ascend to the right hand of the Father to 
await the day in God’s calendar for His 
second advent to consummate His pur- 
poses in a redeemed earth, in which the 
Church Militant shall then share as the 
Church Triumphant. 


Five P’s in Acts 


Five words, beginning with the same 
letter, furnish a helpful outline of the 
book of Acts. It is a record of faithful 
PREACHING under the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Persecution naturally follows, 
but is met by the Church with PRAYER. 
At no time did these Christians flinch; 
rather did they rejoice in that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for His 
name. Hence, PERSISTENCE is the fifth 
word, for they continued, not only in the 
faith and in the grace of God, but also in 
their missionary activities. 

Persecution began with threats, then 
they were beaten across the back until 
the blood flowed. Stephen was stoned to 
death, and imprisonment was a common 
experience. The culminattion was the ex- 
perience of James, the brother of John, 
who had his head cut off, reminding us 
of the experience of another John, name- 
ly, the Baptist. 

Paul was no exception, for having been 
called as a specially chosen vessel to 
bear the name of the Lord before the 
Gentiles, in what was naturally Satan’s 
particular domain, he had to endure 
vicious opposition, the details of which 
are recorded in 2 Corinthians 11:23-27. 

When, coming into the city and into 
the Temple, Jesus it of those 
who had turned what was intended to be 
a house of prayer into a house of mer- 


chandise and a den of thieves, the au- 


thorities quickly challenged His authority 
to do this. The priests now joined 
members of various sects, such as the 
Pharisees, in harassing Him throughout 
the week of His passion, until finally they 
succeeded in nailing Him to a cross, 
thinking that He was now well out of 
the way. 

But suffering is never the end of such a 
story. One can never get rid of a mes- 
sage by killing the messenger. The res- 
urrection vividly illustrates the truth of 
this statement. The glory of the Chris- 
tian religion is an open grave and a liv- 
ing Saviour. 


Suffering and Glory 


There are many passages in the New 
Testament which contain the contrasted 
words, suffering and glory, within the 
compass of the same sentence. Paul tells 
us that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. He 
himself had been a witness of that glory 
(2 Cor. 12). Joseph in the Old Testa- 
ment could speak of his glory in the 
throne of Egypt (Gen. 45:13) after the 
ignominy and shame which he suffered 
at the hands of his brethren, for he too 
had come to his own, but they received 
bim not (Gen. 37:18). 

That Satan is harder at work than ever, 
and over an increasingly wide area, is 
evident to everyone who is able to discern 
the signs of the times. Jesus speaks of a 
great tribulation such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be. Interesting it is to 
read, therefore, in the last portion of 
our lesson, of “the great tribulation” 
(Rev. 7:14). The Greek has the article, 
unfortunately omitted in the King James 
text. 

Out of the great tribulation they have 
come, from all nations, and kindreds, and 
peoples, and tongues. And as we see the 
beginning of what Jesus prophesies in 
Luke 21:25-26, distress of nations, with 
perplexity (literally, “no way out,” not 
knowing what to do), men’s hearts fail- 
ing for fear of what is coming on the 
earth, let us hear what He suggests to 
His own: “Lift up your heads, for your 
redemption draweth nigh” (Lk. 21:28), 
when sufferings shall have ended, and all 
tears been wiped away. 


APRIL 9, 1950 

The Power of the Resurrection 

LESSON TEXT: | CORINTHIANS 
15:1-8, 20-21, 57-58 
Golden Text: “Thanks — to God, 

which giveth us 
through our Lord Jesus pore! 
* (1 Cor. 15:57) 

The title of our lesson: is an echo of 
Paul’s desire to know Him, and “the 
power of His resurrection,” which means 
that the life of a Christian centers in a 
living Saviour, symbolized by the empty 
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tomb of Easter morning, quite in contrast 
with a dead Confucius, a dead Buddha, 
or a dead Mohammed. 


The text of practically every sermon in 
the early Church, as we see throughout 
the book of Acts, was Christ crucified, 
yea rather, risen again (Rom. 8:34). In 
today’s lesson, Paul is declaring to the 
Corinthian Christians “his Gospel,” so 
called in Romans 2:16; the glorious Gos- 
pel of the blessed God which was com- 
mitted to his trust (1 Tim. 1:11), having 
been given to him by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:11, 12); the Gospel 
of the grace of God (Acts 20:24), called 
the everlasting Gospel in Revelation 14:6. 

The item of first importance in Paul’s 
Gospel and creed is the fact that Christ 
died because of our sins according to the 
Scriptures (such as Psa. 22 and Isa. 53). 
Having thus died for our sins, He was 
buried, for He really did die, and was 
actually raised from the dee ~, so that the 
next statement is that He rose on the 
third day, again according to the Scrip- 
tures (Psa. 16:10. See the phrase “on the 
third day” in such passages as Gen. 22: 
4; 2 Ki. 20:5; Hos. 6:2). 


His Appearances 


In verses 5 to 8 Paul mentions several 
instances when Jesus was seen by cer- 
tain individuals and groups of believers 
after His resurrection. Luke in Acts 1:3 
says that Jesus showed Himself alive af- 
ter His passion (suffering) by many in- 
fallible proofs, being seen of them 
(believers) forty days (that is, between 
Easter and Ascension Day). In spite of 
unbelief on the part of many, there are 
those who declare that the resurrection 
of Jesus is more fully substantiated by 
evidence than most historical events. 

The expression “seen of the twelve” 
refers to Jesus’ appearance among them 
as recorded in John 20:19-23. The term 
“the twelve” became a more or less tech- 
nical term for the twelve apostles, 
whether all of the twelve were present or 
not, as on this occasion when there were 
but ten present, Thomas being absent 
and Judas Iscariot having committed sui- 
cide. Incidentally, Thomas was the first 
“church member” to have missed a Sun- 
day evening service. The expression “all 
the apostles” in verse 7 may refer to 
Jesus’ appearance in John 20:26-29 a 
week later when Thomas was present. 

We do not know when Jesus appeared 
to more than five hundred brethren at 
once. The important point is that that 
company who saw Him years ago had no 
doubt of His having risen from the dead 
and were competent witnesses of the fact 
and many were living who could be con- 
sulted at the time when Paul was writing 
this letter to the Corinthians. 


Jesus Seen by Paul 


This incident is the subject of verse 8, 
where Paul says that “last of all He was 
seen of me also, as of one born out of 
due time,” “an abortive,” in the reference 
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column, but the Greek has the article, 
“the abortive’ among the apostolic 
group. His conversion had been a sudden 
one, “the twelve,” generally speaking, 
having been disciples of Jesus for three 
years. He was wrested very suddenly 
from Old Testament Judaism into the 
full liberty of the Gospel, from a dead 
mother into a living faith. 

As a premature birth, Paul may be 


. thought of as having anticipated his na- 


tion in point of time, for he certainly 
looked forward to the day when all Israel 
shall be saved (Rom. 11:26), born anew 
and suddenly, when they shall look upon 
Him whom they have pierced (Zech. 
12:10), recognizing their Messiah, Sa- 
viour, and Lord. And what.a day when 
Israel in the power of their resurrected 
Messiah (Christ) shall begin, as sud- 
denly as Paul did (Acts 9:20), to preach 
Christ as the Son of God. 

Paul is writing this chapter to help 
those who had difficulty with the prob- 
lem. He truly declares that, if there is 
no resurrection at all, then Jesus is not 
risen. In that case there would be no 
need to preach. and faith in a dead 
Christ would certainly be vain. The 
Greek here is emphatic: “vain is our 
preaching and vain is your faith.” 

Paul says further that if Christ is not 
risen, all his preaching has been a bear- 
ing of false witness, for his message has 
always concerned the power of a risen 
and a living Christ and Saviour. The 
worst aspect of such a situation would be 
that men would still be in their sins, 
for faith in a dead hero would save no 
one, and those who had died (fallen 
asleep) while believing in Christ, had 
perished, having no hope of life after 
death. 

Having thus seemingly reduced the sit- 
uation to blank despair, Paul, with the 
joyful exultation of the great chorus in 
Bach’s Mass, lifts these hopeless souls to 
a positive assurance and to a bright and 
shining hope 


The First Fruits 


In verse 23 the resurrection of Jesus 
as the firstfruits is the guarantee that 
they who are His shall be raised at His 
coming, the resurrection of the just, the 
first resurrection (Rom. 8:11). 

As to how the dead shall be raised (v. 
35) and as to the nature of the resurrec- 
tion body, Paul uses the analogy of a 
grain of wheat cast into the ground to 
die, in order that it may spring up to 
bear new life in the form of many grains 
of living wheat. The body of the believer 
placed in the soil will come forth in new- 
ness of ‘life, but transformed and fash- 
ioned after His glorious body (literally, 
the body of His glory). But those who as 
believers are alive when He shall appear, 
shall be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, when the last trum- 
pet shall sound the morning reveille of 
those who have been asleep in Christ (1 
Thess. 4:15-18). 


The phrase “in a moment” is in the 
Greek text “in an atom,” that is, in an 
indivisible moment of time, further ex- 
plained by the expression, “in the twin- 
kling of an eye.” Years ago an atom was 
used for the ultimate or smallest form 
of matter that could be conceived of, but 
today each atom is a small “universe.” 
In verse 52 it has its original meaning, a 
moment of time so small that it cannot be 
further divided. 


“Thanks Be to God” 


Finally, because of ultimate victory 
over death by virtue of the power of life 
in resurrection, Paul closes with a note 
of praise to Him who makes this possible. 
“Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


APRIL 16, 1950 


Amos the Prophet and His 
Program : 
LESSON TEXT: AMOS 7:7-15; 


Golden Text: “Seek the Lok and 
ye shall live” (Amos 5:6) 


Amos was not a “professional” prophet, 
not the son of a prophet, nor one of 4 
“school” of the prophets. But as a lay- 
man he was aware of conditions in Israel 
which were displeasing to God and which 
might bring judgment upon Israel. Hence 
his great concern. 4 

A man of humble occupation, a herds- 
man, who, when out with his flock in the 
pastures, would pluck and eat sycamore 
figs, locusts and wild honey, he evidently 
allowed his mind to range beyond the 
limits of his feeding-ground, for he has 
a message for Syria, for the Philistines, 
for Edom, for Ammon, for Moab, and for 
other nations round about as well as for 
Israel. “And the Lord took me,” he says, 
“as I followed the flock, and the Lord 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto My 
people Israel” (Amos_7:15). 

Amos prophesied about eight hundred 
years before Christ, a contemporary of 
Isaiah and Hosea, at the time when Uz- 
ziah was king of Judah and Jeraboam the 
Second in Israel. 

Two years after his call, there was a 
great earthquake, mentioned in Zech. 
14:5 as the earthquake in the days of 
Uzziah, king of Judah. It may be that 
the association of his call as a prophet 
with the earthquake is intended to be a 
symbol of divine judgment upon God’s 
people, should they not hear the warning 
of God’s messenger, the prophet. 


. Prosperity vs. Adversity 


We must remember that the first king 
of Israel was Jeroboam, and the Jero- 
boam of today’s lesson was the second 
having that name, ruling when Amos was 
prophesying against the sins of his peo- 
ple. During his reign great prosperity 
prevailed, following the subjugation of 
Syria, even as in Judah following deci- 
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Church of Christ, Allentown, Pa. 

Lutheran Church, Ephrata, Pa. 

Westminster, Maryland 


Writer and Bible Conference Speaker 


April 2-28 


April 30-May 2! 


Baptist Churches at Marcus Hook, Pa., North Chester, Pa., Media, Pa., 
Collingsdale, Pa. 

Cleveland, Ohio. Union Campaign, Christ for Greater Cleveland, 
Euclid Avenue Baptist Church. 


‘William Allan Dean 
Pastor, Aldan Union Church, Aldan, Pa. 


April 5 
April 16 


April 3, 10, 17, 24 

April 4, 11, 18, 25 
(afternoon) 

April 4, 11, 18, 25 


(evening) 


Sera a and Clothier Auditorium, Jenkintown, Philadelphia, Pa. 


oody Memorial Church, Chicago, Illinois 
Presbyterian Church, DeKalb and Mt. Airy Sts., Norristown, Pa. 
Bethany Temple Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Evangelical United Brethren Church, Camac and Wyoming Sts., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘William A. Mierop 
President, Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 


April | 
April 2 
_April 4 
April 5, 6 
April 7 
April 8 
April 9-12 
_April 14 
April 15 
April 17, 18 
April 21 
April 25 
April 28 
April 29 
April 30 


North Penn. Youth for Christ, Glenside, Pa. 

Church of the Open Door, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bible Protestant Church, Hollisterville, Pa. 

Bible Conference, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Christian Busi Men's C ittee, Lancaster, Pa. 
First Baptist Church, Medford, N. J. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Merchantville, N. J. 
Christian Business Men's Committee, Lancaster, Pa. 
Mt. Ephriam Baptist Church, Mt. Ephriam, N. J. 
Juniata Bible Conference, Altoona, Pa. 

Christian Business Men's Committee, Lancaster, Pa. 
Windsor Avenue Bible Church, Oceanside, L. I., N. Y. 
Christian Business Men's Committee, Lancaster, Pa. 
Gospel Center, Reading, Pa. 

Indiantown Gap Gospel Center, Indiantown Gap, Pa. 





«Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 
Dean, Philadelphia School of the Bible, Philadelphia 


April 9 
April 16 


April 22 
April 23 


April 30 


“28 


Easter Sunrise Service, Media, Pa. 

9:30.a.m.—St. Paul's Reformed Church, Manheim, Pa. 

10:45 a.m.—Evangelical Congregational Church, Manheim, Pa. 

Youth Fellowship Crusade. Bible Presbyterian Church, Collingswood, N. J. 


*A:M., Evangel Baptist Church, Newark, N. J. 


P.M., Hawthorne Gospel Church, Hawthorne, N. J. 
P.M., Marcus Hook Baptist Church, Linwood, Pa. 








sive victories over the Philistines and the 
Ammonites. Thus there seemed to be lit- 
tle danger of trouble from enemies to 
the north, east and south. 

Now it is a general principle that a na- 
tion can endure adversity better than 
prosperity, for adversity can and often 
does steady and brace a nation to en- 
dure hardships — we call it “austerity” 
teday— leaving not much time for 
frivolity and enervating vices. Prosperity, 
on the other hand, may and usually does, 
cause a people to become indifferent to 
the virtues by the practice of which a na- 
tion becomes strong and durable. 

It was at such a crisis in Israel that 
men like Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos were 
called to warn the people of their dan- 
ger. Theirs was a clarion call to the na- 
tion as a whole, to rich and poor, to king, 
priest, and peasant, not to seek unto the 
powerless heathen idols, nor to take part 
in the licentious orgies incident to the 
worship of these pagan deities, but to 
seek the Lord, if they would live (the 
Golden Text, Amos 5:6). 

Amos suddenly appears in Bethel, one 
of the shrines in Israel, in the exact cen- 
ter of Canaan, halfway between Dan and 
Beersheba. At Dan, Jeroboam the First 
had set up a golden calf, as also in Bethel 
(1 Kings 12:29). The irony of it was 
that Bethel means House of God, and 
here Jacob had communed with God 
(Gen. 28:19), but in time it became the 
center of idolatrous worship. 


Dan as a Hebrew word means “judge,” 
and because of the calf set up there, it 
was as though God were sending His am- 
bassador, Amos, to pronounce judgment 
upon Israel, from Dan to Bethel. 


The Plumb-line 


The first portion of our lesson is a 
vision (thus He “showed” me, y. 7) in 
which Amos “beheld the Lord standing 
upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with 
a plumb-line in His hand.” Compare 
with this method of “visual education” 
Jeremiah 1:11 and 13, where it is an 
almond tree and then a boiling pot 
whereby God shows Jeremiah what is to 
come upon the land. 

It is by a plumb-line that the mason 
determines whether the wall he is build- 
ing is perfectly straight. If for any rea- 
son the wall should later begin to sag, so 
that it should “get out of plumb,” the 
plumb-line will indicate how far it has 
departed from the straight line. Thus 
the word plumb-line came to be used, as 
in this passage, to signify destruction, 
for, as an instrument to test how far the 
deviation, it must determine when the 
moment has come to tear the wall down 
as no longer safe to allow it to stand. 

“He will not again pass by them any 
more” means that He has often done so 
in the past, overlooked their failings and 
shortcomings, but the plumb-line of His 
moral judgment shows that Israel has 
become a “crooked,” no longer a straight, 
wall, hence must be removed. Therefore, 
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the high places of Isaac (used for Jacob, 
that is, Israel, whence the name of the 
Northern Kingdom) shall be desolate, 
‘and the sanctuaries of Israel (her 
heathen shrines) shall be laid waste; 
and God will rise against the house of 
Jeroboam with the sword. 


Amos Banished 


Such words are not comfortable nor 
popular. And if the message is not agree- 
able, the messenger will become persona 
non grata, and may expect to have his 
passport handed to him with peremptory 
orders to leave the country. 

So Amabiah the priest of Bethel sent 
to Jeroboam, King of Israel, saying: 
Amos hath conspired against thee in the 
midst of the house of Israel; the land is 
not able to bear all his words—the same 
accusation exactly which was brought 
against Jeremiah centuries later, when 
he was charged with being a traitor. 


Ripe for Judgment 


The second portion of our lesson is 
another vision, this time of a basket of 
summer fruit. Again Amos is asked as to 
what he is seeing this time. He mentions 
the basket of summer fruit. The Lord 
then uses the ripe fruit as a symbol of 
judgment upon Israel, for ‘her sins have 
finally come to the surface, as the cor- 
ruption of the human body reaches its 
climax in a “ripening” boil. The end, 
therefore, is come upon God’s people 
Israel; He will not again pass by them 
any more, as He had been overlooking 
the situation and condition before this. 

Amos was a brave prophet. He would 
not keep silence, any more than the 
Apostles did when they were forbidden 
to speak (Acts 5:40). , Returning to 
7:16-17. Amos says: “Now therefore hear 
thou the word of the Lord: Thou sayest, 
Prophesy not against Israel, and drop 
not thy word against the house of Isaac. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord: They 
sons and daughters shall fall by the 
sword, and thy land shall be divided; 
and thou shalt die in a polluted land; 
and Israel shall surely go into captivity.” 


APRIL 23, 1950 
Amos Attacks Social Injustice 


LESSON TEXT: AMOS 4:1-2; 
6:1-6; 8:4-7 


Golden Text: “Hate the evil, and 
love the good, and establish jus- 
tice in the gate (Amos 5:15) 


The first portion of our lesson as print- 
ed is. Amos 4:1-2, to which should be 
added the third verse. After having cas- 
tigated the rulers of Israel in Samaria, 
he addresses their wives as cows, in the 
King James text called “kine of Bashan,” 
a phrase reminding us of the “bulls of 
Bashan” in Psalm 22:12, a proverbial 
expression for the strongest and finest 
breed of cattle. 


The women of Samaria whom Amos 


addresses, the wealthy wives of voluptu- 
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ous politicians of his day, are accused 
of oppressing the poor, of crushing the 
needy, and constantly begging their mas- 
ters, that is, their husbands for liquor, 
that they might drink in their carousals. 


Temperance 


This line expressing their desire for 
drink reminds us that the Sunday School 
Lesson Committee has suggested the ob- 
servance of today as Temperance Sun- 
day in our church schools. It seems to 
the writer that there was more instruc- 
tion about the evils of the use of alcohol 
as a beverage years ago than there is 
today. 

When one reads every day in our news- 
papers of accidents, tragedies, horrible 
crimes, cases of rape, and sadistic mur- 
ders, one may feel tolerably certain that 
were it not for the liquor traffic, there 
would be much less of that sort of thing. 

When the eighteenth amendment was 
repealed through the effort of officials in 
our federal government, promises were 
made by them that the saloon would not 
be permitted to come back and that con- 
ditions as they existed before prohibition 
would be far better. Not the slightest ef- 
forts were put forth to bring this about. 
The result is that conditions are much 
worse, the most serious phase of which 
is that women now crowd our saloons, 
guzzle intoxicating drinks at cocktail 
parties, are arrested for drunken driving 
and nurse their children with a cigarette 
in their mouths. 


Judgment Pronounced 


A holy God, v. 2, cannot tolerate such 
unholy conduct, hence judgment is pro- 
nounced upon Samaria, culminating in 
captivity (722 B.C.), when “the Lord 
God will take you away with hooks, and 
your residue (R.V.) with fish-hooks,” evi- 
dently meaning that no one will escape, 
even though a residue survive the first 
attack by the Assyrians, who will breach 
the walls at as many places as there are 
individual captives leaving the city! 

The second portion of our lesson, 
Amos 6:1-6, pronounces condemnation 
and woe upon both Judah and Samaria. 
Entirely at ease (indifferent to a serious 
and deteriorating condition) in both 
Jerusalem and Samaria, the rulers quite 
satisfied with themselves, fear no judg- 
ment upon their evil ways as they squan- 
der their wealth in riotous living at the 
expense of the people. 


Heedless Rulers 


These rulers who by their conduct are 
causing violence to set up its throne 
nearer and nearer among them, where 
violence is in authority rather than jus- 
tice, spend their time reclining in their 
luxury on beds inlaid with ivory and on 
couches, referring to the oriental divans 
or tables, at which they ate of the most 
expensive meats from cattle especially 
fed for them in the stall. 

These banquets were accompanied by 
music, for as David invented various 


types of musical instruments to worship 
his God, so these revelers played their 
musical instruments to please their god, 
which in the words of Philippians 3:19, 
was their belly! 


The third portion of our lesson is 
found in Amos 8:4-7, where the rich and 
powerful leaders of the nation are de- 
scribed as eager to swallow up the needy, 
and to cause the poor of the land to fail, 
so as to foreclose the mortgage on their 
property. Their greed is indicated by 
their impatience, since they were hardly 
able to wait until the Sabbath and the 
religious festivals had passed, so that 
they might open their shops to sell their 
wheat with the hope of making further 
gain. 

Thus the poor got nothing for their 
money and were reduced to the point 
where they had to sell themselves to their 
creditors to get enough to eat, or to pay 
for a pair of shoes. Such conduct, the 
worst form of dishonesty, God cannot tol- 
erate and will not forget. Retribution 
must of necessity follow. Summing it all 
up in the words of the Golden Text as a 
warning by way of exhortation, Amos 
commands his people to hate the evil, to 
love the good, and to establish justice in 
the gate (the gate being the place in the 
oriental. community where justice was 
administered and legal transactions con- 
summated, as in Ruth 4:1). 


APRIL 30, 1950 
Amos Teaches About Worship 


LESSON TEXT: AMOS 4:4; 5.4-9, 
14-15, 21-24 


Golden Text: “Let justice roll 
down as waters, and righteousness 
as a mighty stream” (Amos 5:24) 


Certain it is that through His prophets 
He charges His people at many points 
throughout their history with performing 
elaborate but also quite perfunctory cere- 
monies at various shrines—the difficulty 
being that their heart was far from Him. 
The whole point of our lesson today is 
that, if worship at an altar is merely a 
habit, with no relation to the moral and 
spiritual life of the worshiper, it is of no 
benefit to the one who brings the sacri- 
fice, and affords no pleasure to God. The 
“sweet smelling savour” of any sacrifice 
arises not from the victim on the altar, 
but from the consecrated life of the wor- 
shiper, and with this God is well pleased. 

The principle is brought out in the ac- 
count of two men who went up into the 
Temple to pray (Luke 18:10-14). “One 
nearer to the altar trod; the other to the 
altar’s God.” The ‘former prayed with 
himself, thanking God that he was so 
much better than other men, fasting twice 
in the week, and giving tithes of all he 
possessed. Not much religion in that. 

But a publican, feeling his unworthi- 
ness and therefore standing afar off, 
hardly daring to lift up his eyes to 
Heaven, smiting his breast, prayed, say- 
ing, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

(Continued on page 42) 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
in the Language of the People 
By CHARLES B. WILLIAMS 


The Moody Press, Chicago, Ill., 575 pages, 
price $3.00. 


Leaders of the Faith, down through the 
years, have sought to place the Word of 
God in the hands of the people. This has 
necessitated the translating of the Bible 
from the ancient Hebrew and Greek. Tyn- 
dale, in the middle part of the sixteenth 
century, made his famous translation -which 
enabled the plowboy to read the Word of 
God for himself. 

Language, being the living ‘— that it 
is, is subject poy Remap we tg hus the 
need for many translations, and improve- 
ments on translations already made. Since 
nineteen hundred, there have been a few 
translations worthy of note. Each in their 
turn has endeavored to give us the thought 
and Word of Holy Writ in the language we 
best understand. 

The Moody Press has done for us a fine 
service in re-issuing the Williams transla- 
tion of the New Téstament. It is not only 
a splendid rendering of the original text, 
but it displays the ability to take a Greek 


idiom bring it across into the equiva- 
lent English idiom. Too, it conserves for 
us in English the rich color of the 


Greek, as shown by the full use of the va- 
rious tenses. It is excellent in its weakness, 
for where. a passage may be called into 
question, the translator has furnished us 
with copious footnotes from the original 
which allows us to make a personal deci- 
sion. This translation should be owned by 


every one even if some one else has to pay 
for it. 

Several illustrations will give ample proof 
of its excellence. 

“If we say, We have fellowship with 
Him, and yet live in darkness, we are 
lying and not practicing the truth. But if 
we continue to live in the light, just as 
He is in the light, we have unbroken 
fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus, His Son, continues to 
cleanse us from every sin. If we claim 
We are already free from sin, we are de- 
ceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 
our hearts.” 

1 John 1:6-8 


The above citation shows how the rich- 
ness of the Greek tenses has been preserved. 
Now let us see how the spirit of the Greek 
idiom has been kept in the English: 

“My dear children, I am writing you 
this so that you may not sin; yet if any- 
one ever sins, we have One who pl 
our cause with the Father, Jesus Christ, 
One who is righteous. And He is Him- 
self the atoning sacrifice for our sins; and 
not for ours alone, but also for the whole 
world. By this we can be sure that we 
know Him—if we practice obedience to 
His commands. 

1 John 2:1-3 


The Williams translation alsc keeps in 
the English, the spirit of the Greek, when 
trying to express a difficult theological 
truth, which at first is not quite apparent: 

“But God, who is rich in mercy on ac- 
count of the great love, He has for us, 
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Do you have difficulty finding the 
books you want to buy? Or, is there 
some out of print you have long wanted 
but have never been able to locate? 
If so, ETERNITY Book Service is pre- 
pared to help you. 

You can order any book now in print 
at the regular retail price without any 
charge for postage. Simply send us 
your order giving the title of the book, 
the name of the author, and enclose 
check or money order made out to 
ETERNITY Book Service for the adver- 
tised cost of the book. Your order 
will receive prompt attention. 

If a book is out of print, we will en- 
deavor to locate it for you. This may 
take several weeks or several months, 
but just as soon as the book can be 
located you will be notified and we 
will then advise you the price of the 
book. When writing us about out of 
print books, give us all available in- 
formation such as title, author, pub- 
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This service is available to all ETER- 
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has made us, though dead because of our 
shortcomings, live again in fellowship 
with Christ—it is by His unmerited favor 
that you have been saved. And He raised 
us up with Him and through union with 
Christ Jesus He made us sit down with 
Him in the heavenly realm, to show 
throughout the coming ages, the bound- 
less generosity of His unmerited favor 
shown us in His goodness to us through 
Christ Jesus.” 
Eph. 2:4-7. 


Our only criticism, or suggestion, is ad- 
dressed to the Moody Press. When a re- 
printing is necessary, and we trust it shall 
be soon, please insert verse numbers at the 
margin of the lines. 


—R. L. K. 


ROMANS, A COURTROOM DRAMA 
by TOM WESTWOOD 


New York, Loizeaux Bros., 334 pp. $3.50. 


A series of short radio addresses by a Los 
Angeles layman. The book is fundamental 
and sets forth the great doctrines of Ro- 
mans under the device of presenting Paul 
as a lawyer who is both prosecutor of the 
sinner and defender of the righteousness of 
God. The argument and exposition is simi- 
lar to many other books on Romans. In the 
two great controversial points of the epistle 
the author explains the sixth chapter as 
applying to water baptism, and the elev- 
enth chapter as referring to literal Israel. 
There are almost no illustrations in the 
whole of the theological argument. Now 
that Kelly, Pridham and similar writings 
are out of print this book fills a needed. 
place. 

—T. D. 
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a Window on the Whlbl 


A child whose experience with saints had 
come to him when his roving eyes had ad- 
mired the sun-filled stained glass windows of 
his church on Sunday morning, said “A saint 
is a person that the light shines through.” 

* ~ * 


One of the profoundest reasons why God Al- 
mighty will have to punish the United States of 
America was revealed in an interview granted to 
Arthur Krock of the New York Times by President 
Truman on February 14th. The headlines of the 
Times on the following day, three columns wide, 
were AN INTERVIEW WITH TRUMAN: HE 
SEES MAN’S BETTER NATURE BRINGING 
PEACE TO ILL WORLD. 

In that sentence is the total denial of everything 
that Christianity stands for; a denial of all of the 
teaching of the Bible; a denial of the doctrine of 
the fall and its results; a denial of the definite 
prophecies concerning the judgments that are to 
come upon the earth. It is the transfer of hope from 
Christ to Adam. It is the revelation of what liberal, 
modernistic, anti-Christian preaching can do in the 
mind of a man in getting him off the track of truth 
and on a line that will lead to the confounding of 
the nation. 

For Joe Doakes to hold such an idea would be 
mere personal tragedy. But for the President of the 
United States to hold such an idea reveals that he 
does not have the outlook that will enable him to 
stand up to the enemy when the time comes. This 
present paragraph is written some ten days after the 
Tomorrow article on the H-bomb which is published 
elsewhere in this issue. In that article we stated that 
Truman would probably order the building of the 
H-bomb. A few days later he did so. Fortunately 
his acts belie his words in this interview. 

There are a score of verses in the Scripture which 
reveal that anyone who puts his trust in man will 
be confounded. Let us obey Isaiah 2:22, “Cease ye 
from man, whose nose can hold only one breath at 
a time (literal translation), for what is he worth 
anyway?” 

. * * 

Recently Spanish archaeologists opened up 
the coffins of royalty buried in the eleventh 
to thirteenth centuries and found 24 bodies 
that had escaped decay. Some theorized that 
the mummification process had been known 
to the Moors, others thought the knowledge 
came from Egypt. The nuns in the abbey said 
that the bodies did not decay because they 
were the bodies of saints. In Russia the Com- 
munists have debunked Orthodox claims of a 
similar nature by producing mummified 
bodies of rats, dogs and other animals. The 
cause was the calcification due to water seep- 
ing through limestone and then on to the 
bodies. There may not have been actual de- 
cay, but there has been definitely corrup- 
tion. Only one body did not see corruption 
and that was the body of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Acts 2:31). 
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In Colliers’ for Feb. 25th, there is a condensation 
of a new book that is just making its appearance 
under the title of The Heavens Burst. It is by a 
scientist, Dr. Immanuel Velikovsky, and presents 
the thesis that the events of the Old Testament are 
literally true, and that the miracles of Exodus hap- 
pened in detail as recorded, and that they were the 
result of natural phenomena caused by a comet ap- 
proaching the earth. The flood, also, he believes to 
be literal. 

Most interesting is the theory set forth that the 
whole theory of evolution is challenged as being 
untrue on the basis of the idea that the facts on 
which evolutionists base the theory are not accu- 
rate, and that the existing phenomena are the result 
of catastrophe and not the result of slow continuity. 
Bible students will find much of this idea, which is 
bound to be discussed after the appearance of Dr. 
Velikovsky’s book, Worlds in Collision, set forth 
half a century ago in the very great book on Gene- 
sis, Earth’s Earliest Ages, by Pember (obtainable 
from Eternity Book Service, Box 2000, Philadel- 
phia, $2.95). Pember, an English scholar, presents 
the evidence which conforms with the facts as set 
forth in Scripture, and in nature. 

* * * 


The question as to whether a Christian 
should use tobacco is often asked. Now from 
an unexpected source comes evidence so 
strong that it is almost inconceivable that any 
believer who truly accepts the fact that the 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit could 
ever smoke again, if the facts presented by 
the Digest are true. 

The Reader’s Digest for January, 1950, 
has as its leading article a study of the ques- 
tion which presents statistical evidence that 
shows that a heavy smoker shortens his liic 
by as much as 34.6 minutes for every cig- 
arette that he smokes. “If you take 300 peo- 
ple at the age of 30—100 of them non- 
smokers, 100 light smokers and 100 heavy 
smokers — of the 100 non-smokers, 66 will 
reach 60 years; of the light smokers, 61 will 
reach 60 years; of the 100 heavy smokers, 
46 will reach 60 years. 

Reprints of the article are available from 
the Reader’s Digest, Pleasantville, N. Y. If 
you are angry because we published this, 
please be angry at the Digest and at your 
conscience, but not at us. 


* * * 


The Methodists recently heard a report that the 
Chinese communists were treating missionaries bet- 
ter than had been anticipated. Whether this opinion 
rises out of wishful thinking, or from the leftist 
tendencies of some of the Bishops is hard to tell. At 
all events the evidence that comes in from unbiased 
sources (such as the London Economist) indicates 
that the present attitude of the communists is only 
a lull and that the storm will break with complete 
fury before long. That is what we expect to see. 








Trauma or Triumph? 
(Continued from page 21) 


crossfire during the battle for the city. 
A large party of missionaries’ children, 
disappointed when their travel passes 
were delayed, later thanked God for 
the obstruction, for the ship they would 
have taken was bombed and burned to 
a shell offshore. They took the next 
steamer to Shanghai and were able to 
be with their parents for Christmas. 

Paul had guidance to enter the 
wicked city of Corinth when the Lord 
stood by Him and said He had much 
people in that city. Today the Lord is 
saying, “I have many in China who yet 
need to hear My Name.” We must 
stand behind missionaries on the field 
and pray the door to China open again, 
even as the door in China is still .wide 
open. Defeatism at this time would be 
treason. We must go on. There is no 
way back. We cannot wait until China 
is “settled” or “safe.” We must go on 
serving Him to whom every knee shall 
bow. May that day come soon! 





Tomorrow 
(Continued from page 24) 


would hesitate to attack an America 
with the H-bomb. The authorities 


also stated that H-bombs could be 
built for: approximately 300 million 
dollars. 

David Lilienthal, who in spite of 
his opponents has proved himself a 
very valuable public servant, sug- 
gested delay until every avenue of 
peace through the U. N. was ex- 
plored and exhausted. He argued 
that the, role of peace-lover which 
the United States plays before the 
world would be tremendously weak- 
ened if we started the H-bomb with- 
out exhausting all peace possibilities. 

Undoubtedly every Communist 
force in the world will back up the 
idea of temporizing and will argue 
delay. For every bit of delay will give 
Russia more opportunity to catch up 
in the race of the bombs. I do not 
even consider the moral aspects of 
the question because I am enough 
of a realist to know that the world 
has never acted on moral principles, 
and it is not going to begin now. We 
are living in a world that does not 
want the righteousness of God and 
that therefore must have the judg- 
ments that rise out of a position of 
self-exaltation. Men who begin to 
play with the fires of creation and 
judgment have put one foot on the 
dais where stands the throne of God 
and they are not likely to draw back. 
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THE TRIAL AND DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST 
A Devotional Study of Our Lord’s Passion 
By JAMES M. STALKER 


“. . . one of the most satisfactory, vivid, suggestive treatments 
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When blasphemy begins to move to- 
wards God there is no stopping it. 
The carnal mind is enmity against 
God (Rom. 8:7), and man will fol- 
low the track of Lucifer who said, 
“I will ascend into Heaven, I will 
exalt my throne .. . I will sit... I 
will ascend . . . I will be like the 
Most High” (Isa. 14:13, 14). 

Time summed up the discussion 
in a pertinent paragraph. ‘Nobody 
who cherished survival doubted the 
deep wisdom of exploring every 
U. N. byway or even, if there were 
the slightest chance that it would do 
any good, of discussing the subject 
with Stalin (the President denied 
that he was planning a direct ap- 
proach to the Russians). But since 
the principle of the hydrogen bomb 
was also known to the Russians, 
temporizing was risky and might be 
fatal. The simple fact, unpleasant 
though it might be, was that if the 
Russians are likely to. build an 
H-bomb, the U. S. will have to build 
it, too.” 

There are no holes in that logic, 
and that is why we believe so defi- 
nitely that the H-bomb will be built 
and probably stock-piled. 

But while we do not consider the 
moral issues involved simply because 
a discussion of them is impractical 
in a world which has already cruci- 
fied the Lord Jesus Christ, there is 
another phase of the subject which 
may well be treated in the light of 
the Word of God. 


An outstanding engineer in the 
city of Baltimore told us of having 
heard a sermon, preached in the 
summer of 1945 about two weeks 


after the news of Hiroshima, by the 


Dean of one of the outstanding theo- 
logical seminaries in the country. 
This gentleman was a supply preach- 
er for that August Sunday, and, in- 
evitably, he made reference to the 
world-shaking event that was still 
tingling in the ears of men. He made 
a statement that I could wish to have 
stenographically reported, but which 
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was approximately the following. 
“Some of us have, for many years, 
taken a rather smiling attitude to- 
ward those ministers who looked 
upon the book of Revelation as a 
prophecy of literal happenings that 
were someday to take place on this 
earth. I must admit that the bomb 
that fell on Hiroshima has profound- 
ly affected my thinking and has 
blown a large hole in my concept of 
. the future. _We are forced. to admit 
that there is no line in the Apoca- 
lypse that is not now literally pos- 
sible. What once appeared to be 
symbols may indeed be terrible re- 
ality.” 

At the time I said that if the 
atomic bomb could blow the theo- 
logical thinking of some ministers 
apart it would not be an unmixed 
blessing. Certainly the foggy notions 
of many theologians are a block to 
the spiritual progress of the people 
of God. As long as men go on think- 
ing that they are going to get Stalin 
and the rest of the world into a mu- 
tual admiration society where the 
perfumed spirit of love and brother- 
hood shall triumph, they are in a 
darkness that makes them nothing 
more nor less than that which our 
Lord Jesus called “blind leaders of 
the blind” (Mt. 15:14). ° 


We believe that the Bible must 
be taken literally wherever the con- 
text does not make a symbolic in- 
terpretation necessary. From my 
earliest studies in the Scripture I 
was convinced that the true explana- 
tion of the last book in the Bible 
was not to be found in any histori- 
cal application of its visions. I be- 
came aware that there were writers, 
even centuries ago, who attempted 
to apply its teachings to the history 
of the Christian era up to their time. 
Thus there were men who inter- 
preted the prophecy in such a way 
that everything was all but fulfilled 
in their century and that the Lord’s 
coming was the next event in his- 
tory. When another century passed 
other writers would rise who would 
take the Apocalypse, like an ac- 
cordion, and pull it out a little far- 
ther, accommodating its prophecies 
to other events which had taken 
place in their century. This prin- 
ciple of interpretation continued, 
until Mohammed, the rise of the 
Papacy, the Reformation, Napoleon 
and the French Revolution were all 
included at various times. In our 
own day there have been writers 
who have pulled it a little more to 
include the first world war, and now 
they are tugging to get the second 
war in. 

The moment, however, that we 
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realize that all of the book of Reve- 
lation lies in the future and that its 
prophecies will be fulfilled to the 
letter, the Bible loses its air of fan- 
tasy and takes on a solid substance 
that we would expect from the 
Creator of the universe and the Lord 
of history. 

The tempo of man’s movements 
has been increased and the extent 
of his knowledge pushes him beyond 
his moral limitations. As early as 
the time of Daniel, God said, “Many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased” (Dan. 12:4). 
Few would doubt that we are in the 
fulfillment of that prophecy. More 
has been learned by man in the last 
fifty years than in all of history put 
together. 

There are those who are saying 
that man now has the power to de- 
stroy himself and his world. We 
must insist again that this is not the 
case. Even Life, usually not so sen- 
sational, said, ‘““The fact that a hy- 
drogen superbomb can now be made 
means that the processes of solar 
energy, which have made possible 
man’s life on earth, can now be used 


to destroy it.” That, according to 
the Bible, simply is not true. It re- 
minds us of George Bernard Shaw’s 
statement at the time of Hiroshima: 
“At last man has the power to de- 
stroy himself and the world.” That, 
according to the Bible, simply is not. 
true. 

But what man does now have the 
power to do is to disarrange the laws 
of nature so as to bring to pass the 
literal fulfillment of the — 
of the book of Revelation. For ex- 
ample, at the time of the tests of the 
bombs that were called superbombs, 
which were exploded at Bikini, a 
professor of geology and seismology 
at Harvard University wrote a letter 
to the editors of the New York 
Times appealing to them and to 
public opinion, to force a rescinding 
of the order to test an A-bomb under 
water. 

The letter was three columns long 
and might be summed up as follows: 
Nobody knows just what power an 
A-bomb under water might have, 
when compressed in such an explo- 
sion. We do know that the floor of 
the Pacific is thin in some spots and 
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that there are constant manifesta- 
tions of volcanic energy pushing new 
cones through the ocean and creat- 
ing new islands. At times, also, some 
of these islands —— The ex- 
plosion of an A-bomb under water 
might blow a hole in the ocean floor 
that would permit great quantities 
of sea water to flow in upon the 
volcanic fires: Superheated steam 
would form in pockets beneath the 
crust of the floor and would blow 
up, tearing a greater hole in the floor 
and causing greater quantities of sea 
water to flow in upon the fires. This 
process might be repeated several 
times and might cause disasters un- 
paralleled in history and undreamed 
of by man. It might be possible that 
giant waves would sweep across the 
ocean and might reach the coast of 
California a thousand feet high, de- 
stroying our civilization there. Or it 
might be that the very rotation of 
the earth upon its axis might be dis- 
turbed, creating problems that are 
beyond the conception of man. 
Therefore write to your congress- 
man that he vote against the explo- 
sion of an A-bomb under water: we 
simply cannot afford to take the 
chances. 

The professor’s attempt to sup- 
press the atomic explosion did not 
succeed. Man is incurably addicted 
to taking chances, and it is probably 
a good trait, taken on the whole. But 
his ideas show that the writer of the 
Apocalypse was not fantastic when 
he said that waters would be turned 
to blood, and that fish in the sea 
would die. One scientist has written 
already that man will cause a fissure 
in the envelope of atmosphere that 
surrounds the earth (the Kennely- 
Heavyside layer) and that rays of the 
sun which are now filtered out will 
come through and cause severe dam- 
age upon the earth. Shall we laugh 
at the idea then that the sun will 
scorch men with fire? (Rev. 16:8). 


We purposely do not go into more 
Pett g We set forth, merely, that 
man is proceeding to do a whole lot 
more than play with fire, and that 
we are to expect that there shall be 
burns. 

Some time ago, sitting with a 
group of friends, I said that I be- 
lieved that it would not be more 
than five years before Russia dropped 
A-bombs on most of the leadin 
cities of America, and that we coul 
expect the roads to the country to 
be choked with a fleeing, maddened 
population. Perhaps we shall have 
to revise that estimate now; for the 

ion of the H-bomb may sus- 
nd such a day of doom and push 
oor the aggression of that power 
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which is so bent on destruction in 


-order that it may build power on the 


wreckage of civilizations. Perhaps 
the Lord has answered our prayers 
by giving to men the H-bomb. We 
have been praying that the Lord 
who said that He would spare Sodom 
for ten righteous men might spare 
this nation, evil though it has be- 
come, because of the faithful be- 
lievers here who are crying unto God 
for a manifestation of His grace, 
that we might have the privilege of 
spreading the Gospel as far and as 
wide as possible while it is yet day. 

In spite of our just deserts, it 
would appear that we may, by the 
possession of the H-bomb ahead of 
Russia, still maintain a precarious 
peace. But we must not look upon 
such a peace as anything more than 
the teetering balance of that which 
must ultimately sway and fall upon 
those who know not God. It forces 
the true believer back on God as 
never before, and our heartfelt cry 
is that the Lord will come and re- 
deem His own by the brightness of 
His glory. 

The H-bomb is another warning 
of God to men, and another per- 
suasion of Christians that, seeing 
that all thes» things shall be dis- 
solved, they siiould turn their lives 
to Him to be a different “manner of 
men” (2 Pet. 3:11). 


“Thou Shalt Be With Me” 


(Continued from "page 25) 





His disciples on that last awful night 
so full of dark foreboding, He sought 
to comfort their troubled hearts by 
pulling back the veil and giving 
them a glimpse of Heaven; and in 
words unrivalled in their simplicity 
He explained that Heaven was His 
Father's house, containing many 
dwelling places, and that He was 
going there to prepare a special place 
for them. Then, while in wonder 
they were trying to picture the 
beauty and glory of such a home, He 
diverted their thoughts by telling 
them that the nature of the “place” 
was of little importance, it was their 
presence with Him that was the goal 
of His redemptive work: “I will 
come again, and receive you unto 
Myself, that where I am there ye may 
be also” (John 14:3). 

Later, that same night, our Lord 
poured out His soul in prayer for 
His disciples and for all who should 
believe on Him through their words. 
He prayed for their preservation that 
they = be kept from all the at- 
tacks of a hostile world and the 
forces of evil; He prayed for their 
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sanctification, that their lives might 
be cleansed of everything unlovely 
in God’s sight; He prayed for their 
unification, that by the ion of 
His own divine life they might be 
united into a living organism with- 
out schism. But this great prayer of 
our High Priest reached its climax 
when He cried: “Father, I will that 
they also whom Thou hast given Me, 
be with Me where I am” (John 17: 


24). We pray that loved ones might 
oe coated ag earth a little longer; 
while He prays that the Father will 
hurry them “home” to be with Him! 

To the sorrowing saints at Thessa- 
lonica, Paul sent a word of comfort, 
assuring them that those who had 
fallen asleep in Jesus would not be 
deprived of the joy of participation 
in the Kingdom, for the Lord would 
bring them with Him. But their 
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hope of being reunited with their 
loved ones was not the climax of 
God's promise, for it reads: “The 
dead in Christ :shall: rise’ first, «then 
we which are alive-and-remain shall 
be caught up together with them in 
the clouds; to-meet the Lord in the 
air; and so shall we ever be with.the 
Lord “(1 Thes.-4:7). Thus the joy 
of being with our loved ones is 
eclipsed by the greater wonder that 
we shall be with Christ forevermore. 

In the end of the book of Revela- 
tion, when armies have marched and 
fought and died, when kingdoms 
have been overthrown, and crowns 
have perished, when famine and 
plague and earthquake have taken 
their fearful toll of suffering, when 
civilization has brought destruction 
upon itself by its willful sin, and the 
Heavens have been laid aside like a 


worn-out Fey we hear a glad 
cry echo through the far reaches of 
the Heavens: “Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them” (Rev. 21.3). 
Time has run into eternity, the di- 
vine redemption has been consum- 
mated, the pu of God are 
realized, and His heart of love is 
satisfied, for His dwelling place is 
with men forevermore. 

Truly, great is our our wonder at 
the faith of the dying thief who 
called Jesus “Lord,” and believed in 
His coming Kingdom when all His 
promises seemed but hopeless folly; 
but greater yet is our wonder at the 
reply of Jesus, unfolding the pur- 
pose of His matchless grace toward 
all sinners who put their trust in 
Him: “Thou shalt be with me in 
paradise.” 
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Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 19) 


spirit, and will be in the spirit in the 
resurrection. For the body that is 
buried is dominated by the soul, but 
the body that is raised is dominated by 
the spirit (1 Cor. 15:44 Gk.). As Chris- 
tians we can wheeze along on the one- 
lung power of our soul, or we can live 
the abundant life of the power of the 
risen Christ through the Holy Spirit. 
LORD, GIVE THY RISEN POWER. 


APRIL 17 


THE TREE OF LIFE IN THE 
MIDST OF THE GARDEN (2:9) 


We do not know the nature of this. 
tree, but we know that what man lost 
by sin we have regained through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. On Calvary’s hill 
another tree was raised, and the soul 
of Christ was poured out to pay the 
fine that the justice of God was forced 
to demand of us. When we make His 
soul an offering for sin, He gives us 
life eternal (Isa. 53:10). Here is our 
tree of life, the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There is no blessing that can 
come to man apart from that which 
the Lord did for us there. When we 
ate of the cross we received the life 
that is His, and which becomes ours 
forever. 

LORD, EVER GIVE US THY LIFE. 


APRIL 18 


THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
GOOD AND EVIL (2:9, 17) 


We do not know the nature of this 
tree, but we know that it was the sym- 
bol of man’s dependence upon God. 
It was not some of the things that men 
have foolishly described it as being. 
It was not sex, since God had told 
man to multiply. It was not wine, 
since there was not yet sin, and there- 
fore no curse, and no fermentation. 
Whatever it was it was forbidden, and 
was the only limitation on man. It 
was the catalyst that brought man’s 
will to its dreadful decision. He want- 
ed his own way instead of God’s way. 
Wanting one’s own way is the worst of 
all sins, since it means abandoning 
God’s way. 

LORD, GIVE US THY WAY. 


APRIL 19 


THOU SHALT SURELY DIE (2:17) 


The death of the body is the separa- 
tion of the soul and spirit from the 
body. The death of the soul and spirit 
is their separation from God. This is 
the .death: that. Adam died, and. in 
Adam we died also. It is in conse- 
quence of this death that we are born 
separated from God, estranged, aliens, 
godless, hopeless, Christless (Eph. 2:11, 
12). The Hebrew reads, “In the day 
that thou eatest thereof, dying thou 
shalt die.” It was to be a death that 
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was absolutely sure from God's view- 
point, but man still has a semblance 
of life though he is dead. The death 
we died in Adam is overcome only by 
the death of the Lord, for through 
death He destroyed Satan who had the 
power of death (Heb. 2:14). By pass- 
ing through Adam's death we received 
death. By passing through Christ’s 
death we receive life. 


LORD, KEEP US IN THY DEATH. 


APRIL 20 
IT IS NOT GOOD THAT MAN 
SHOULD BE ALONE (2:18) 

God can be alone, for in Him are 
all the attributes of perfection. He is 
in three persons, and so was never 
alone in one sense. There was always 
the Father, who is love, the Son, who 
is the object of that love, and the 
Spirit of love between them. But man 
is a creature and cannot stand by him- 
self. God, in His love, thought up the 
wonderful idea of home—of man and 
woman together, one flesh, and one 


mind and heart. God created the home 
as the perfect triangle—the man, the 
woman and the Lord, and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken (Eccl. 4:12) . 
As long as the Lord is on His point of 
the triangle the edifice is sure. Then 
home life is to be centered on the 
Lord, as each encourages and prays 
for the other. 


LORD, GIVE US PURITY. 


APRIL 21 
THE LORD GOD TOOK ONE 
OF HIS RIBS (2:21) 


Here is the foundation of the union 
between one man and one woman. God 
did not make the woman out of the 
dust of the ground as He had made 
the man. The man had life and God 
made the woman out of the live man. 
She was taken from under his arm 
that he might protect her and from 
next to his heart that he might love 
her. We can understand this better 
when we dig under the English trans- 
lation of Malachi 2:14, 15. The wife 
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of thy youth . . . thy companion, and 
the wife of thy covenant. And why 
made he only one wife? Was it because 
He did not have breath enough? Why 
did He make but one? That He might 
seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed 
to your spirit, and let none deal 
treacherously against the wife of his 
youth. 


LORD, KEEP US JOINED TO CHRIST. 


APRIL 22 
THE LORD GOD CAUSED A DEEP 
SLEEP TO FALL UPON ADAM (2:21) 


A deeper sleep fell upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Marriage is said to be an 
illustration of the relationship between 
Christ and the church (Eph. 5:32). 
The Lord came to earth and took a 
body of Adam’s line through His 
mother. He came seeking His bride. 
It was only by the deep sleep of death 
that He could win her for Heaven. 
The Father received His Spirit in 
death. Then it was that the soldiers 
came and thrust the spear into the side 
of the Lord. Out of that wound in His 
side came the church which He pur- 
chased with His own blood (Acts 20: 
28) . By that death we become bone of 
His bone and flesh of His flesh, and 
shall be His forevermore. 


LORD, KEEP US FAITHFUL TO OUR 
BRIDEGROOM. 


APRIL 23 
AND HE SAID, YEA HATH 
GOD SAID... ? (3:1) 


There is the first interrogation point 
in the Bible. It follows a question on 
the lips of Satan. There would never 
have been any need for a question if 
sin had not come. The first question 
was to cast doubt upon the Word of 
God. God had said, but Satan asks if 
God had truly spoken. Here was the 
first denial of divine revelation and 
divine inspiration. Everyone who has 
ever doubted the Word of God has 
echoed the Devil, the father of lies 
(John 8:44). Our ignorance now arises 
from the fact that we are the children 
of fallen Adam. It is the opening of 
God’s Word that giveth light (Psa. 119: 
130 R.V.). 


LORD, OPEN THY WORD TO US. 


APRIL 24 
YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE (3:4) 


God’ says “Thou shalt surely die” 
(2:17). Satan says that God’s word is 
not true. The wreckage of earth and a 
million billion graves attest that God 
is true and Satan is the liar. He still 
clings to his lie, however. It comes to- 
day in various forms. He denies the 
eternity of the lake of fire. He teaches 
the doctrine of soul-sleeping and anni- 
hilation. He preaches the doctrine of 
a second chance of salvation after 
death. Over against this Christ said, 
“If ye believe not that I am, ye shall 
die in your sins...” “If ye die in 
your sins, whither I ye cannot 
come” (John 8:24, 21). The choice to- 
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day is the same as it was for Eve— 
the Word of God or the denial of 
Satan. 


THEY SEWED FIG LEAVES APRIL 29 
TOGETHER (3:7) THEY HEARD THE VOICE OF 


LORD, GIVE US SIMPLE FAITH. 


APRIL 25 

YOUR EYES SHALL BE OPENED (3:5) 
Their eyes were to be opened to 
earth but closed to Heaven. They were 
to be able to see sin, but they could 
no longer look on righteousness. Lust 
would attract them and holiness would 
blind them. They would know good 
and evil but they would no longer have 
the power to choose the good and they 
could no longer resist the evil. They 
would reach to be gods and fall into 
the pit of the demons. “The god of 
this world hath blinded the mind of 
them that believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto 


: THE LORD GOD (3:8) 
Any port in a storm. They were 

aware of their condition and they had 
to cover themselves as quickly as pos- 
sible. They did not have the depravity 
of savages who go naked without 
shame. It was yet a long way down 
the hill of rebellion to that point. Fig 
leaves were a substitute for righteous- 
ness. Are you trusting in your charac- 
ter? Fig leaves. Are you trusting in 
church membership? Fig leaves. Are 
you trusting in anything from your- 
self? Fig leaves. ““Their webs shall not 
become garments, neither shall they 
cover themselves with their works” 
(Isa. 59:6). We are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). 
LORD, MAY WE CAST AWAY OUR 
OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


What more wonderful sound! And 
yet they were terfified. Sin separates. 
Here we see the pursuing love of God. 
He would not leave them in their mis- 
ery and nakedness. He would speak. 
But when man is running away from 
God the voice of tenderness can tdke 
on tones of awe. “The voice of the 
Lord is upon the waters . . . is pow- 
erful . . . is full of majesty . . . The 
voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars 
. . . divideth the flames of fire .. . 
shaketh the wilderness . . . maketh the 
hinds to calve . . . discovereth the for- 
ests” (Psa. 29). “He uttered His voice, 
the earth melted” (Psa. 46:6). Thatsis 
the way the voice of the Lord must 
have come to their fleeing hearts, in 
spite of the fact that all the tones of 





them” (2 Cor. 4:4). But on the day 
of resurrection the Lord Jesus Christ 
joined Himself to His disciples on the 
road to Emmaus and as He brake 
bread in their house “Their eyes were 
opened” (Lk. 24:31). 

LORD, OPEN THOU OUR EYES. 


APRIL 26 


PLEASANT TO THE EYES (3:6) 


She was walking by sight and not by 
faith. God had said that they were not 
to eat of the fruit; that should have 
been enough. We may not understand 
why the Lord bids some of His com- 
mands, but it is enough to the child 
of trust that He has spoken. Satan and 
the flesh will present a thousand rea- 
sons to our desire to show us how good 
it would be for us to disobey some 
command of the Lord. The only safe 
way is to trust implicitly in what He 
has said, and not to lean on our own 
common sense (Prov. 3:5). There is 
no fear of God before the eyes of the 
wicked. (Psa. (36:1). “The command- 
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening 
the eyes” (Psa. 19:8). It is only when 
our eyes are opened to behold the 
wondrous things out of His law (Psa. 
119:18) that we can see to walk by 
faith. 


LORD, ANOINT OUR EYES. 
APRIL 27 


THEY KNEW THEY WERE NAKED (3:7) 


It was not skin nakedness that they 
discovered, but the nakedness of their 
dead souls. It is more than probable 
that they were clothed in light before 
the fall, and when they sinned the 
light went out. Light is the symbol of 
righteousness and both are mentioned 
in the Scriptures as a garment. God 
clothest Himself with light, as with a 
garment (Psa. 104:2). In the transfig- 
uration Christ’s raiment was white as 
the light (Mt. 17:2). When sin came 


there was nothing left of righteousness - 


and they were naked indeed. We must 
not think of the change as one from 
blissful innocence of nakedness to a 
conscious knowledge of nakedness, but 
as one from glory to nudity. 


LORD, CLOTHE US. 
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tenderness and mercy were there. 
“Today, if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts” (Psa. 95:7). 
LORD, STOP US FROM RUNNING 
AWAY. 


APRIL 30 
ADAM AND HIS WIFE HID 
THEMSELVES (3:8) 


And, worst of all, they hid them- 
selves from the presence of ‘the Lord. 
This is the worst of all sins. A sin 
against one’s own heart and life is bad, 
very bad. A-sin that involves the soul 
of another is worse, much worse. But 


a sin that is an affront against the 
majesty and holiness of God is worst 
of all. That is why David, after he 
had committed such a series of sins— 
adultery, murder,—and had betrayed 
his kingship by failing to lead the peo- 
ple and by -sending his subjects to 
their death in battle,—cried out, 
“Against Thee, Thee only have I 
sinned” (Ps. 51:4). It was, of course, 
futile to attempt to hide from God, but 
sin will try any folly. “If I make my 
bed in Hell, behold Thou art there” 
(Psa. 139:8). 


LORD, PIERCE OUR HIDEOUT. 
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The Lord Is Risen Indeed 


(Continued from page 12) 


under afflictions; and would especial- 
ly silence them, if they were eye-wit- 
nesses of the composure and eleva- 
tion of spirit with which true be- 
lievers in a risen Saviour welcome 
the approach of death. 


This is the evidence which I would 
principally recommend to my hear- 
ers to seek after. If the resurrection 
of Christ be a truth and a fact, much 
depends upon the right belief of it. 
I say a right belief; for though I have 
offered you a brief view of the ex- 
ternal evidence in proof of this 
point, I am aware that I am not 
preaching to Jews or Mohammedans. 

If I should ask you, Believest thou 
the resurrection? Might I not an- 
swer myself, as the apostle did on 
another occasion, “I know that thou 
believest” (Acts 26:27)? But so 
powerful is the effect of our depravi- 
ty, that it is possible, yea, very com- 
mon, for people most certainly to be- 
lieve the truth of a proposition, so as 
not to be able to entertain a doubt 
of it, and yet to act as if they could 
demonstrate it to be false. 

Let me ask you for instance, Do 
you believe that you shall die? I 
know that you believe it. But do you 
indeed live as if you were really as- 
sured of the certainty of death, and 
(which is equally undeniable) the 
uncertainty of life? So in the present 
case, if Christ be risen from the dead, 
according to the Scriptures, then all 
that the Scripture declares of the 
necessity and design of His suffer- 
ings, of His present glory, and of His 
future advent, must be true likewise. 

What a train of weighty conse- 
quences depend upon His resurrec- 
tion! If He rose from the dead, then 
He is the Lord of the dead and of 
the living. Then He has the keys 
of death and Hades. Then He will 
return to judge the world and you 
must see Him for yourself, and ap- 
pear at His tribunal. Then, it is He 
with whom you have to do. And 
then, finally, unless you really love, 
trust and. serve Him, unless He is 
the beloved and the Lord of your 
heart, your present state is dangerous 
and miserable. 

But let those who love His Name 
be joyful in Him; your Lord who 
was dead is alive, and because He 
liveth, you shall live also. If ye be 
risen with Him, seek the things 
which are above, where He sitteth on 
the right hand of God. And when 
He, who is your life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with Him 
in glory. 
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The Rent Veil 
(Continued from page 16) 


meet and merge and make a perfect 
whole. He was forevermore ad- 
mitted into the presence of God as 
Man. 

By the right of His passion, He 
created a position for Himself in the 
presence of God as the representative 
of others. As King and Prophet, He 
stood forever in God’s presence upon 
the basis of His perfection. As Priest, 
He came into the presence of God by 
way of His own bloodshedding. As 
King and Prophet, He is the repre- 
sentative of God, and speaks out of 
immediate fellowship with Him. As 
Priest, He is the representative of 
men who cannot enter through their 
own effort. 

After He had said, “It is finished;” 
after He had said, “Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My Spirit;” after 
He had “yielded up His Spirit;” 
after the fair veil of His flesh was 
“wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities;” as He 
passed beyond into the holy of holies 
of the universe, “Behold, the veil of 
the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom.” 

Let us now reverently inquire 
what was the significance of the rend- 
ing of the veil? I want to answer 
that inquiry in two ways. First, as to 
the significance of the privileges re- 
sulting from the rending of the veil; 
and, secondly, as to the significance 
of the responsibilities ensuing as the 
result of the rending of that veil. 

The first privilege resulting from 
the rending of the veil was that of 
the unveiling of God. Again, we look 
back to the ancient economy; again 
we stand in the holy place, but we 
can go no further. Beyond that veil 
all is dark and dim and mysterious, 
and cannot be explained to sinning 
men; the final things concerning 
God are hidden. But the veil was 


rent, and in that moment God was 
revealed to men as He had never 
been revealed before. 

Further, what is the significance of 
this rent veil as to responsibility? If 
the rending of the veil effected the 
unveiling of God, the consequent re- 
sponsbility is declared in the words, 
“Let us draw near.” We so often 
read that as though it were a privi- 
lege of which we might avail our- 
selves, the stupendous glory of which 
is to be forever before our minds. 
It is more. It is a responsibility, not 
a privilege merely. “Let us draw 
near.” If the veil is rent, it is my 
business to find Him, to cultivate 
His acquaintance. 

Another responsibility is expressed 
in the words, “Let us offer the sacri- 
fice of praise continually.” That is 
the first function of nearness. The 
attitude of nearness is that of the 
priesthood, and its first function is 
that of offering praise to God. 

Finally, if I have the right of ac- 
cess there, my last responsibility is 
that I live the sanctified life. If the 
rending of the veil means the sanc- 
tification of all life, then henceforth 
I must always live as in the holiest 
of all. Your office, my study, must 
be the holy of holies. There is no 
chamber into which we can retire to 
be unholy, no outer court where you 
can be a little less careful. 

Oh, that the appeal of the rent 
veil may come to each one of us, and 
that we may understand that the re- 
sponsibility it creates is that of the 
sanctification of the whole life. Let 
us take*our way in the light that 
streams through the rent veil. 


The veil is rent. Our souls draw near 
Unto the Throne of Grace. 

The merits of our Lord appear, 
And fill the Holy Place. 


(This sermon is an extract from the 
Westminster Pulpit and is published with 
the permission of the trustees of the late 
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan.) 
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Sunday School Lessons 
(Continued from page 29) 


But the Greek says “the sinner,” the chief 
of sinners, as it were. No claim of merit 
did he bring as he cast. himself on God’s 
mercy. No tithes, no fasting, only a 
broken and a contrite heart, which God 
will never despise, if, as has been said, 
we give Him all the pieces. 


Israel’s Captivity Prophesied 


In last week’s lesson, at Amos 4:1-2, 
the prophet charged the rulers of Israel 
with oppressing the poor and crushing 
the needy. This was, of course, not well 
pleasing to the Lord; therefore, by His 
holiness He swears in verse 2 that He 
will take them out of the land as cap- 
tives, for their behavior was polluting the 
land, and could never be associated with 


* acceptable worship, however numerous 


their visits to their shrines and altars, 
and however great their activity round 
about them. 

Therefore, in verse 4, the first verse of 
our printed text, God, with considerable 
sarcasm urges them to continue their vis- 
its to Bethel; but it will be only trans- 
gression so to do. 

Turning now to Amos 5:1, the prophet 
announces a lamentation, the words of 
which, running through chapters 5 and 
6, are inspired by the certainty of the 
overthrow of Israel because of the sins 
of the nation. This word “lamentation” 
points us forward to the book of Lamen- 
tations which Jeremiah is said to have 
written upon the fall of Jerusalem in 587 
B.C. Israel came to her doom in 722 B.C. 
and whereas the Jews returned from their 
captivity, Israel rose no more, according 
to 5:2 


Two Woes 


In our printed lesson we ,hear the 
strong appeal of the prophet, using the 
Lord’s own words: “Seek ye me, and ye 
shall live,” v. 4, and again in v. 6: “Seek 
the Lord and ye shall live,” with this 
variation in v. 14, “Seek good, and not 
evil.” Two passages begin with a Woe; 
the first one at 5:18, pronounced upon 
those who claim to be looking for the 
day of the Lord, which, however, could 
only mean darkness and not light for 
them. 

The second Woe is at 6:1, pronounced 
upon those who are at ease in Zion, trust- 
ing in the defenses of Samaria, situated 
on a mountain, but paying no attention 
to the invitations and threatenings of 
God’s prophet while carrying on their 
revelries in Samaria, their capital city. 

But how far had they departed from 
the true worship of the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob! For this reason He was 
about to break out like fire in the house 
of Joseph (father of Ephraim, therefore 
meaning the Kingdom of Israel, in which 
territory Ephraim was the strongest 
tribe) . 

In Genesis 18:25 Abraham asks the 
question: “Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?” The answer implied is, 
Yes. But His people have left off 











righteousness in the earth, 5:7, turning 
judgment to bitterness because of fa- 
voritism shown to these who were influen- 
tial because of their wealth, but oppress- 
ing the poor and needy. While such con- 
ditions prevail, there can be no accept- 
able worship of God. 


Worship Due the Creator 


He who thus created all things and by 
His power upholdeth all things is able 
also to destroy whatever sets itself up 
against Him. Let not Israel think that as 
a nation it can defy Him, for He sends 
destruction against those who think them- 


. selves to be strong, yea, destruction will 


overthrow their fortifications in which 
they trusted, v. 9. 

Why then worship powerless idols; 
why worship the hosts of Heaven, Orion 
and the Pleiades; why worship creation 
instead of the Creator? With such a sin 
Paul in Romans 1:23-25 charged the 
heathen world. 

Reading the last three verses of this 
chapter, not printed in our lesson books, 
we find verse 25 posing a question: 
“Have ye offered unto Me sacrifices and 
offerings in the wilderness forty years, O 
house of Israel?” The answer in God’s 
mind was: “No, you did not,” but if they 
should reply, “Yes, we did,” the implica- 
tion would be that they were not accept- 
able, for during those years Israel mur- 
mured and complained and finally or- 
dered Aaron to set up a golden calf to be 
worshiped. 

Consequently, those who were in the 
land for so many years under God’s 
blessing, but had now deserted Him, 
would be taken into captivity beyond 
Damascus (into Assyria) according to 
the decree of the God of hosts. 


“Handle Me and See” 


(Continued from page 9) 


be betrayed into the hands of men; 
and they shall kill Him, and the 
third day HE SHALL BE RAISED 
AGAIN,” (Mt. 17:22, 23). 

How exact is the Spirit, to the very 
grammatical construction, even to 
the very word. What Matthew re- 
cords in promise, Luke presents as 
fulfilled. No wonder troubled minds, 
“perplexed,” stripped of all re- 
sources, find comfort with the “re- 
membered” Word. Immediately they 
leave the dead and rush to tell the 
living of the Risen One. To the dis- 
ciples the tale was fantastic. Peter, 
ever curious, “having stood — ran 
to the sepulcher.” He sees only th 
lisnen clothes there and keeps marv- 
eling at the thing which has oc- 
curred. 

Ere we leave the scene at the tomb, 
may we look at the remembered 
Word? See, it is the physical Lord 
who was to be betrayed into the 
hands of men; it was the physical 
Christ who was to be killed; it was 
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the physical Lord who was to be 
raised. This passage will admit phy- 
sical resurrection alone. 

We pass now from the open tomb 
to the open road—the road to Em- 
maus. We pass from the hour of 
dawn’s darkness to the hour of mid- 
day’s brightness, for God’s Son “is 
risen” indeed. Two of the disciples 
are walking down the road convers- 
ing continually with each other 
about the happenings of the morn. 
They, too, were nonplussed for St. 
Luke uses two words showing this to 
be true. “As they communed to- 
gether” (v. 15). 

“Communed” is better translated, 
“while they disputed,” that is with 
the idea of searching for the root of 
the matter, Jesus comes to them. 
They do not recognize Him, their 
eyes being blind to Him by His will 
(v. 16 Gk.). As He approaches, a 
stranger to them, He says: “What 
manner of communications are these, 
which ye have one to another”; or as 
Luke says in the Greek: — 

“What thoughts are these which 
you are throwing continually one to 
the other.” 

Do you not see the colorful lan- 
guage of our writer. They were liter- 
ally “throwing their words back and 
forth,” getting nowhere. But in the 
presence of the Word, they are 
about to get somewhere. 

After the preliminary pleasantries, 
and a rehearsal of the events of the 
day, which to them still was un- 
worthy of belief, He quiets their 
troubled minds by the remembered 
Word. Referring them to Moses, He 
points out how fitting it was for 
Christ to suffer, to die, and to rise 
again. As before, so here, it is the 
physical Christ who is involved in 
the suffering and death and must, 
therefore, be in the rising. 

What exposition of the Word they 
must have heard. For, “He made as 
though He would go and they en- 
treated Him forcibly to remain, say- 
ing, Abide with us” (vs. 28, 29). 

Men become tired of their words. 
Men are refreshed by His Word. He 
abode with them. He ate with them. 
He revealed Himself to them. He 
absented Himself from them. 

“And they said to each other, Did 
not our hearts burn within us as He 
chatted with us on the way, and 
while he broke open piece by piece 
(Gk.) the Scriptures.” And as the re- 
called Word brought joy to the wom- 
en, so also did it bring joy to the two 
disciples. And forgetting the late- 
ness of the hour, “the day being far 
spent” (v. 29), they hurried to Jeru- 


Aprit 1950 


salem and spread the good news, 
“The Lord is risen indeed.” (v. 34). 

Again the same Word, “‘is called 
back to life.” 

“Indeed” in the Greek is most 
powerfully strong. Literally, ‘“‘be- 
yond the peradventure of a doubt, 
truly, in reality, in point of fact.” A 
Christ of human fancy could not 
withstand the rigor of St. Luke’s 
verbal exactness. There can be no 
mistake that this expression demands 
a physical Christ. We read: “The 
Lord has indeed risen and was seen 
of Simon.” 

“Was seen” is another forceful 
word used by St. Luke which in- 
cludes the sight of the eye, the per- 
ception of the mind, and the ability 
to understand from _ experience. 
There was no mistaking the physi- 
cally risen Lord as far as Simon was 
concerned. He was seen, He was 
recognized, He was understood by 
the disciple. 

With all this evidence they still 
cannot believe their Lord has really 
risen. As they are yet speaking our 
Lord enters. Notice the words of self- 
identity He uses; “He Himself stood 
in the midst of them, and said, Peace 
be to you, it is Myself, do not be 
afraid. They cowered down, full of 
terror, thinking they were seeing a 
spirit. Why are you upset? Why are 


doubtful questions still springing up 
in your hearts. Behold my hands and 
my feet that it is I Myself, examine 
me and see, for a spirit flesh and 
blood does not have, as ye see me 
have. (vs. 36-39). 

He was no phantom, He was no 
vision, He was not the figment of the 
imagination. He, our Risen Lord, 
was indeed the physical Christ re- 
called from death. Fear, terror and 
doubting thought they saw a vision. 
Only the risen Word incarnate could 
convince them of the contrary. 

“Examine Me, and see, it is I, My- 
self.” “Handle me” is a word of the 
scientist and the doctor. It is a 
handling which probes for trouble, a 
handling which examines thoroughly 
the substance it touches. Our Lord 
does not appeal to the sense of sight 
only; He = to the sense of 
touch also. He brings all the senses 
to bear on His physical body, which 
was raised from among “the dead 
ones” (Gk.). 

“It is I, Myself,” “Yes!” we can 
hear Him say as He gazes at their 
questioning faces, “I, Myself, I am 
Hel” (Gk.). The precision of our 
Lord’s expression has Him, as it 
were, pointing to Himself, as though 
to say, “I, whom you see, am the One 
whom you saw—on the cross. We are 
one and the same!” You cannot nail 
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a vision to a cross! A phantom can- 
not shed blood it doesn’t have. But 
flesh and bones that have been hu- 
miliated in death, may be exalted in 
risen life. Thus He speaks—‘Look, a 
spirit flesh and bones does not have 
even as me ye continually see 
having!” (Gk.). 

The inverted order again empha- 
sizes the. physical fact of our Lord’s 
presence. “Me, ye see having a body.” 
The word “see” is in the present 
tense, thus, “you keep seeing me 
having . . .”, and the word means “to 
see, look upon, discern.” As they 
gaze upon Him the doubting dark- 
ness turns into discerning day. 

Unbelief is fleeing from their 
minds now with ever increasing 
rapidity as “His hands” and “His 
feet” and “His eating before them,” 
add irrefutable testimony to His 
Word, “It is I, Myself, handle Me 
and see!” No longer is it the unbelief 
of doubt. It is the unbelief of joy. 
It is too good to be true. 

But, as at the tomb, and, as on the 
road, so, in the upper room, “that 
which has been written, stands writ- 
ten.” Turning to the written Word, 
the Living Word assures the disciples 
that His risen, physical presence is a 
confirmation of the law and the 
prophets. 

Before we leave that first resurrec- 
tion day, and with the speed of 
thought return to the twentieth cen- 
tury, let us linger just a verse longer. 
After presenting the credentials of 
His risen presence, our Divine Lord 
enacts the supreme work of benedic- 
tion. 

“Then opened He their under- 
standing, that they might put to- 
gether (Gk.) the Scriptures.” How 
marvelous! How priceless of Him! 
As He “opened the Scriptures” on 
the Emmaus road, now “He opens 
their understanding in the upper 
room,” that the Truth Eternal might 
enter into minds temporal. 

“That they might put together the 
Scriptures!” ‘There’s the secret! Luke 
now uses the word of the philos- 
opher. We search for truth because 
we have lost the key to the world’s 
synthesis. But the Truth searches for 
us that we might discern the world’s 
synthesis, that by placing the Scrip- 
tures together, through our personal 
experience with Him, our risen 
Lord, we might abide in the Truth 
that makes us free. 

The life of the Church has been 
the resurrection life of her risen 
Lord. Yes! The resurrection life of 
our risen Lord may be your life, 
turning your doubting darkness into 
discerning day if you will but “handle 
Him and see!” 
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Oil and Wine 


(Continued from page 8) 


dry up in your storehouse, and will 
never furnish the shining face or the 
merry heart. It is oil and wine that 
will bring joy, not olives and grapes. 

You have all anticipated my 
thought by now. It is impossible to 
have the oil and the wine unless the 
olives are pressed and the grapes 
crushed. Even the finest fruit will 
not yield its essence without this 
process. Indeed, the finer the fruit 
the firmer the skin, and the heavier 
the pressure that must be exercised 
upon it to burst its surface that the 
juices may spurt. If you are to be 
splashed with joy, you must be 
crushed. 

I would suggest to you, then, three 
steps to joy. First, to have oil and 
wine you' must have olives and 
grapes. The unsaved man can have 
no joy because he has no fruit from 
which the joy car be produced. Be 
sure, therefore, that you are rooted 
and grounded in Christ, so that the 
Holy Spirit may bring forth the clus- 
ter of His fruit. If you are unsaved 
you can have no joy because you 
have nothing but thorns and this- 
tles. Crush them and you get thorn 
juice and thistle milk which can 
never make the face to shine nor the 
heart to rejoice. The unsaved can 
have the wildness of revelry and the 
froth of mirth, but they can never 
have the shining of gladness and the 
depths of joy. These come only from 
God’s oil and wine; and these, in 
turn, are pressed only from God’s 
olives and grapes. 

You answer me that you are cer- 
tain on this score. You know that 
you are saved and have even taken 
some pride in the olives and grapes 
that have come forth in the garden 
of your life. You have digged the 
earth and pruned the trees and the 
vines, you have watered them with 
care, and have even gathered some 
of the fruits. I recognize the truth 
of what you say. You are, in com- 
parison with the wild trees and 
weedy fields of your unsaved neigh- 
bors, a fruitful bough and a fertile 
garden. You are right that neither 
oil nor wine can be produced with- 
cut the fruit which you have grown; 
but you seem to be unaware that af- 
ter you possess the fruits of salvation 
there is no small skill demanded to 
make oil and wine, and that the skill 
must be accompanied by patient 
labor and wise attention to details. 

Stop, then, pointing to the work 
that you do for the Lord, as though 
the presence of fruit could give you 
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the oil of the shining face or the 
wine of the gladdened heart. The 
second step to the possession of the 
oil and the wine is that you become 
dissatisfied with the mere production 
of olives and grapes. If you are sat- 
isfied with grapes, you will never 
know the joy of wine. 

In my life, grapes and olives may 
be likened to sermons and articles. 
Someone comes to me and says: 
“You love your work, don’t you? 
You throw yourself wholly into it, 
and it gives you great joy.” I once 
answered Yes to this appraisal but 
not any more. I found myself happy 
in the pulpit and happy in seeing 
my articles in print, and happy in 
knowing that many people were 
being blessed, but there came mo- 
ments of dryness when I was’in my 
books. Were there not grapes in the 
pulpit and olives in the magazine? 
But I was learning that olives and 
grapes cannot be stored without 


drying up, and I was learning that it 
is not only possible to store oil and 
wine, but that their value grows 
with the years. 

Vintage wines are of much more 
value than the wine of the year. And 
I began to be more and more dissat- 
isfied with my olives and my grapes. 
I wished that there was more work, 
but even more I began to wish that 
there should be deeper enjoyment 
of the Lord Himself. I began to care 
less and less about what people 
might say of any sermon or article 
and to think more and more of how 
it would be acceptable unto Him as 
something done for Him. I no — 
worked because of any oe Sher 
derived from work itself, but found 
my joy in the Lord, and went forth 
for moments of work from that joy, 
like the bridegroom coming out of 
his chamber, rejoicing as a strong 
man to run a race (Psa. 19:5). 

The Bible says that the man who 
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labors on his olive grove and vine- 
yard must be the first to have the oil 
and the wine, and this is what God 
wants. “The husbandman that la- 
boreth must be first partaker of the 
fruits” (2 Tim. 2:6). And I can 
testify of the joy that the Lord gives 
in laboring for such fruits as these. 
I know few men whose life is so hap- 
pily organized as mine. Away from 
home a great deal, I have days on 
end entirely alone in a room with 
the Word of God and the God of 
the Word. Not an interruption to 
mar the unclouded hours. Oil from 
the Lord’s vats and wine from His 
cup. This particular message on oil 
and wine was brewing for days after 
the first idea had come in readifig, 
and then the preparation and writ- 
ing took perhaps twenty hours. But 
it was bathing in oil and rejoicing 
in wine. And when one has truly 
known such heights and depths of 
such joy anything else is insipid. 


How tedious and tasteless the hours, 
When Jesus no longer I see 
Sweet prospects, sweet birds and sweet 
flowers 
Have all lost their sweetness to me. 
The midsummer sun shines but dim, 
The fields strive in vain to look gay; 
But when I am happy in Him 
December’s as pleasant as May. 


May the Lord make you deeply dis- 
satisfied with mere olives and grapes 
if you do not have oil and wine. 
The third, and final step to the 
fullness of joy, is that the olives and 
the grapes be crushed. Here I will be 
very brief, for the Lord has many 
different processes. In all vintage 
wine countries there are proprietors 
of great vineyards who have their 
secrets for making their wines. Con- 
—- tell the difference between 
roduct of one vineyard and the 
uct of another by the variety of 
‘aah, The soil, the sun, the method 
of preparation of the wine, all enter 
into the final production. 
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So the Lord is at work with all of 
us. His desire is to bring forth for us 
a particular brand of joy that He 
and we can enjoy together. Each of 
us will have a new name, which no 
man knoweth saving him that re- 
ceiveth it (Rev. 2:17). It is to that 
end that our Lord now works, first 
growing choice olives and grapes 
within us and then working to press 
them out that there may be oil and 
wine, that our lives may be shining 
and merry for Him. 


The oil will be beaten if it is to 
be for the light (Ex. 27:20) to cause 
the lamp to burn always. The grapes 
will oe pressed. There will be suf- 
fering, but it is not worthy to be 
compared with glory that shall be re- 
vealed in us (Rom. 8:18). 


And when the process is finished 
we shall be sons of joy for ever. In 
the book of Zechariah there is an 
amazingly beautiful phrase which 
shines out in the light of what we 
have seen here. There is a chapter 
concerning the vision of the golden 
candlestick and the two olive trees 
(Zech. 4). We know from the book 
of Revelation that this is a prophecy 
concerning the two witnesses who 
shall stand in the latter days upon 
the earth (Rev. 11:4). This is the 
chapter that centers in the great rev- 
elation, “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord” (Zech 4:6). 

There is a lamp stand with a burn- 
ing light. The light is fed with oil 
through golden pipes. The pipes 
are connected up with two olive 
trees from which flows golden oil. 
When the prophet asks the Lord 
who these two olive trees are—for 
they are men—he is told, according 
to the King James Version, “These 
are the two anointed ones, that stand 
by the Lord of the whole earth” (v. 
14). But if you turn to the Hebrew 
it is written, as plainly as can be, 
“These are the two sons of oil, that 
stand by the Lord of the whole 
earth.” 

It is at all this that the Lord is 
working in us. We are confident of 
this very thing, that He which hath 
begun a good work in us will keep 
on perfecting it until the day of 
Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6). He will 
grow his fruit—olives and grapes— 
and He will press out His oil and 
His wine. And He will give us the 
shining face and a heart that is so 
filled with His joy that never can 
anything else in the world—no, not 
even in the work of the Lord, 
charm us as can the knowledge that 
we are the sons of His oil, and that 
we may be occupied with Him, and 
His joy for ever. 
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With Bible Text. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Birthday and all occa- 
sions. Comforting, encouraging mes- 
sages of cheer to the sick, sorrowing 
and shut-in. Good profit. Ask for 
Price List. 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. E Buffalo 8, N. Y. 
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If a man tries to run a car without 
gas, he is stranded along the road, but 
without serious damage. If he tries to 
run without oil, he can make it for a 
few miles but perhaps never again with 


that motor. The power of God re- 
leased through prayer is the true oil 
that makes the Christian life flow 
smoothly. 


Here we propose to print the prayer 
requests of our readers. If you have a 
real burden and will promise to pray 
with us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print it. 
Then when you know that God has an- 
swered, you tell us and we will give 
Him the praise together. 





Large petitions we would bring, 
We are coming to a King; 

And His grace and power are such, 
None can ever ask too much. 














If there is something you really 
need, or want to get rid of, drop us a 
line; we may find it newsworthy and 
others may find it interesting. 


Max and Elizabeth Lathrop, mission- 
aries with the Wycliffe Translators in 
Mexico among the Tarascan Indians, 
need a clarinet, saxophone or flute for 
some of their Indian helpers in the 
printing shop. Most Indians spend the 
evenings “in the lurking places of the 
villages” (Psa. 10:8), and the music 
helps keep the young Christians from 
places of great temptation: 


If you have an old musical instru- 
ment in your attic that is in good con- 
dition, write a letter to Erernity. We 
will do the rest. 





You can work without praying, but it is a 
bad bargain; but you cannot pray in earnest 
without working. Do not be so busy with work 
for Christ that you have no strength left for 
praying. True prayer requires strength. 


Hudson Taylor 






American 

Bible Society = 
Annuity Agreements ‘ 
Mean 


MORE INCOME for You! 
MORE BIBLES for All! 
MORE PEACE for the World! 


Many parts of the universe are seething 
with turmoil as revolution and commu- 
nism spread from land to land. Fortu- 
nately for the peace of the world, some 
areas where religions have been upset, 
such as Japan, are turning to Christianity, 
and asking for Bibles. 

You can grasp this golden opportunity 
—and help yourself at the same time— 
by purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement. Under this great 
Christian Plan you receive financial secur- 
ity, at the same time help spread the Word 
of God. 

You can make no better investment. You 
receive a generous, regular income which 
never varies even when times are bad— 
and which can be passed on to your sur- 
vivor if you so arrange. 

Learn how this remarkable Christian 
Plan, which is doing so much for the 
world, can become a very advantageous 
Life Plan for you! 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail! 














rc 
| American Bible Society, 

| 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. ; 
Please send me, without obligation, your l 
i booklet 2 E entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 1 
l 1 
g: Nome 1 
{ 1 
| Address. ! 
I ! 
| City. State | 
a cies seipenncveris tl whch cas oS 0s etal doe iia aan | 





pny 


27.00 
Electrics 
$235.00 up 
Special 
oom te 
VIBRAHARPS ulestonsite 
$495.00 Write 
ORGAN SHOP 
3117 Harrison Ave., N. W. Canton 9, Ohie 











Women’s oan. Medical College 
Ludhiana, India 


‘J 

Training young Indian women to become 

nurses, di mid-wives 
The new Government of India is demanding an up- 
grading of this medical college by 1952. If this is 
not done it will mean that ind, 
work of over fifty years will fall into the hands of 
non- “Christians. We need funds AT ONCE for equip- 
ment, scholarships, our Surgeon's salary and salary 
for our missionary home on 5: leave. 
Miss Lucy Powel, See-Treas., R.D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 











47 








in college life, too 


Extra-curricular activities play a vital part in any Christian college 
career. Added to a thorough schedule of studies they provide a 


proper balance against the strain of scholastic pursuits. 


At King’s College, inter-collegiate sports, numerous musical organ- 
izations, Christian service groups, campus social functions, and 
a friendly “small college” atmosphere combine beautifully to offer 


; four memorable years of undergraduate experience. 
PERCY B. CRAWFORD 


Founder and President Write us today for more complete information. 


KING‘S COLLEGE, DELAWARE 


ETERNITY 








E THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR 
| write D 3 pa hws 


Akron ....... “I heard your broadcast last Sunday for the first 
time. | am glad for all the gospel broadcasts but your ex- 
position of the scriptures made me to rejoice afresh in 
the wonderful grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


SF 
“Apa 
ROK 


xb 


NIX 


| 





| 


| 


Philadelphia ... ‘from a hospital bed in Doctor’s Hospital, | was 
much encouraged by your sermon on Romans.” 


: 


Los Angeles ... “It was so wonderful to hear your program this 
evening ... for the first time. | have made a special nota- 
tion so | can hear every one of them from now on.” 


“We greatly appreciate these broadcasts and 
desire to express our thanks for this wonderful service. 
How much shall we forward as our share of the expense?” 


Many listeners do not realize, as did our Canton listener, that 
The Bible Study Hour must pay regular commercial rates for broadcast 


time and that for this reason the weekly cost of radio time is high. 


The continuation and extension of this ministry depends upon the 
prayers and gifts of God’s people who listen and are blessed by the faithful 
exposition of God’s Word each Sunday. ; 


If these broadcasts do not reach you, write at once for information as to how 
arrangements can be made for THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR in your community. 


ALABAMA 





Birmingham WSGN — 610 ke 
Brewton WEBJ 1240 ke 
Los Angeles KMPC 710 ke 
San Jose KEEN 1370 ke 
COLORADO Pueblo KDZA 1230 ke 
FLORIDA Miami Beach WMBM 800 ke 
GEORGIA Atlanta (Decatur) WGLS 970 ke 
Valdosta WGOV 950 ke 





CALIFORNIA 
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MISSISSIPPI 
NEW YORK 


NORTH CAROLINA 
OHIO 


PENNSYLVANIA 


TENNESSEE 
VIRGINIA 


West Point 





Corning 





New York - 





Mount Airy 
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Columbus 





Bradford 





Carlisle 





Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 





Chattanooga 
Johnson City 
Richmond 











Roanoke _. 





WROB 
WCBA 
WMCA 
WPAQ 
WAND 
WHKC 
WESB 
WLXW 
WIP 
KQV 
WAPO 
WJHL 
WRNL 
WSLS 


1450 ke 
1350 ke 
570 kc 
740 ke 
900 kc 
610 ke 
1490 ke 
1380 ke 
610 kc 
1410 ke 
1150 ke 
910 ke 
910. ke 
610 ke 
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HE BIBLE that will Surprise You! 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses 


Gives Desired ImMormation More Quickly 


55 FEATURES... 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS 


a Biblical Library 


in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘‘The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 

‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 

Knowledge.’ 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most 
complete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. 
For the past two years I have used the New Chain 
Reference Bible and I have found it the best of them 
all.” Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the New Chain 
Reference Bible with continued delight and would not 
be without it." The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: 
New Chain Reference Bible is the best yet. 
more helps than any other Bible.” Dr. Charles 
Fuller:@°I wish every preacher and teacher of the 
Word had a copy of this most usable and logical 


seen so much splendid help crowded into a single 
voluine of the Bible.”” Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel 
that no student should be without this splendid aid 
to Bible study and instruction.’”’ Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 
of the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the 
market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.”” Dr. Leander 8S. Keyser: 
“The New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house 
ef useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘I 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 


reference work.” 


Dr. J. A. Huffman: “I have never 


one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


1. Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 
The Outline Studies SA Se, cas 
ular History. 


2. 

Cal te Coe 
3. The Analysis of rey. eg Whole. P 
4. The Analveis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 
5. The ae of the New Testament. 
6. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 


nalysis of the Important ser Bike Characters. 
. between the Old and New Testaments. 

10. The Topical Treasury. New Topics for Prayer Meet- 
mgs, Men's Meetings, W omen’s Meetings, Missionary Meet- 
ings, Young P' "s Meetings, ete. 

11. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub- 
fic services. New and different subjects. 

12. Spectal Portraits of of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 


ic Stars. 
15. er cause of the Babylonian oy 
16. Chart ue illustrating the 


‘emple of Truth, 
mon on the M 


17. Chart of Jeaus’ Hours on the Cross. 
18. The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 


winners. 
19. All Pr t Bible Characters Classified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
ete., with meaning of their names given. 





Reformers, ete. 
topics, names and places. 
22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


23. Chart —- ~~ panama 
+: 


aa 
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 
places. 

Other Features in Text 
printed out in full under 2467 pe nn oy Three 
ag ty a at my 

32. Con Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 


of 


Tie. study the Constructive and Destructive Forces 
fe, with the Bible verses printed out in ekwenhet sub- 
‘Hatred -Fear, ete. 


ories for Children. A lat of 56 stories to be 
35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 


Chron 
36. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
ge and those given bee 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

= General Bible 

39. A List of the Prop! of the Bible. 

: 40. List ot Judges of lnenel wad Jedel given in Chronolog- 


ical Order. 

41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43. Dictionary Material. 

44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 

47. Harmony of pels, citing references in different 

nooumonare. 
. Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection A Appearances of Jesus, illus- 
trated with well-known paintings. 

se Sat Ses See & Ahh, daeeiind ty 


An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 

Wa of the Early Chureh. 
52. The s Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
, with principal verses printed out 


Distances from Jerusalem 

thet terior tt of the T 
an Showing n Arrangemen ‘emple 
55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, and the Journeys of the Children 


of Israel from Egypt to . These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 


BB. Vskbride BIBLE CO. 


DEPT. E-354 MERIDIAN LIFE BUILDING 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant diff. in occurs. 





Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have: Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 








B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CoO., 
Dept. E-354 Meridian Life Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


C0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full AE Bane 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


(0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
ves. 


Name 




















